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SALOMONS SONG. 


Chap.s. verſe.2. 
I ſleepe, but mine heart waketh, 


= Or as much as Chriſt Teſus the ſonne 
of Ged, our blefled Sauiour , our holy 
| {7{ 3 || harmlefſe vndehiled high 'T rieft, ſeparate 
mi 31 þ from ſinners , and made hrgher then the 
Cas = || heauens , was ſubic& to the like infir- 
Ss a, mitics,and temptations in all things(as 
- wee ate, ) but without ſinne, and that 
which amoneglt other temptations, his three-fold combate 
and confli&t with the diuell, doth demonſtrate , wee muſt 
not thinke it range, or take it offenſiuely , that wee that 
arc but his members , his ſcruants, yca and moſt miſerable 
and finfull creatures ſhould be liable, and ſfubie& ro the 
temprations,and aflaults of the world,flcſh,and the diuell, 
For firſt we muſt bee conformable vnto Chriſt our head, 
Secondly Satans malice, and rage againſt vs , eſpecially in 
theſe laſt dayes wherein hee percciueth his rime to bee ſo , _ vis and 
hart, is reſtleſſe and vynpeaccable, Laſtly euery Chriſtian Es 
man , yea the molt perfect belecuer that liucth vpon the 
carth,by reaſon of his manifold jgnorances, ſlips, errors, 
drowſineſſe,defe&s,imperfeCtions,doth (if God and grace 
preuent not ) miniſter and affoord continuall matrer , and 
occaſion for the tempter to aſſault him, yea and to worke 
vpon him. Therefore, as Chriſt Tcſus was aſſaulted with 
three ſpeciall remprations,whereof the firſt was directed to 
remouc him from his ſonne-like confidence in God, The 
ſccond,to puffe vp his minde with raſh preſumption in the 
protection of God, And the third to blaſt, and infect his ,,,ce, 
minde with the venemous vapour of ambition, and coue- 
touſncſle,all which he refifted,and ouer-came by the (crip- 
ture,and word of God : cucn fo here in the Cantickles the 
church was encountered with three ſorts of temptations, 
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though in forme and kinde differing from Chrift his temp- 
tations, The firſt whichis the beſt, and moſt holy tempta- 
tion, was her Lowe-/ickneſ+,or falling into a ſwonnd, by rea- 
ſon of the fight of the great prouifion, and fpirituall dain- 
ties that Chriſt had preparedfor the Church , Anſiwerably 


berevnto Pererin the tranſſiouration of Chriſt was fo ra- 


uiſhed,and ſurprifed with the ſweetneſſe of that momen- - 


tanic glory, thathze imagined Chriſt his kingdome and 
glory to be carthly,and did place the bliſtull happineſle of 
the Saints in this tranſitory and troubleſome world, which 
alone is to be ſought in heauen, And proportionably here- 
ynto Paw! (whether in the body, or out of it, he knew nor, 
and therefore it is not in our knowledge to determine ) 
was rapt v2 into the third heauen,or Parad;ſ+ and h:ard words 
which canor be ſpoken which it is impoſſible for ma to utter. 
The ſecond temptarion wherein (as alſoin the next fol- 


Cap.z. verl. 1. ſowing) the Church more bewraieth her corruprion,is the 


feare( which commeth from infidelitie ) in the Church, 
leaſt the had loſt Chriſt; yer ſo qualified , as thereby the 


| ſpiritkindleth in her morepaines, and udie, both to ſeeke 


to attaine vnto Chriſt more neerely, and to apprehend him 
morefirmely , and in a while after that all the meanes had 
beene vid, ſhee findeth Chriſt, and renueth andreuiuerh 
her faithin him, | 

The third;and laſt temptation , which-is-worldly drow- 


Cap. 5+2+3:4>fineſſe,and ſome kinde of ſecuritie, incident to the Church, 


and children of God; the bitterneſſe, and extremity where- 
of was; that-ſbee fell into a ſwound, that is, ſhe for the time, 
was almoſt in deſpaire ofher ſaluation , as one depriued of 
feeling and peer 2 of grace : But at length by communi- 
cation with her friends concerning Chriſt his excellence, 

and the place where he was ewancy & 

uiue,8& the afſureth/her ſelfe that Chriſt is bers, &r foe is hee, 

And this is the third,and laſt remptation, wherin we meane 

toinſif, The originall, briefe & ſubſtance of itis conteined 
ith theſe words; / fleepe; that is, Iam ſome-what ſecure, and 

carclefſe, and keepe not that watch againſt the pleaſures of 
this life, and the baites & hookes of the world as Iſhould, 
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*- Then followeth alimitation ; or' exception in theſe 


* herc it muſt needs follow that her faith muſt oftentimes be 
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words . But mine heart waketh ,that is , my faith appre- 
hendeth, and holdeth Chriſt , and Tdoe nor ſuffer my de-: 
light,and ioy in him to ceaſe,and determine, | 
In the temptation comprized in theſe words , I fleepe, 
two things are to be confidered , Firft the Churches wink- 
ing,or flumbering, Secondly the confeſſion,and acknow- 
cen of her faulte;and offence. ; 
In that the Church is here fayd to ſleepe, or ſlumber, yet 
ſo as that ſhee diſcerneth of, notwithſtanding that ex 1.06ſer. 
heart,chatis,ber fasth,and berter part waked,laied hold on, 
and found ſweere repoſe,and contentment in'Chrift . We 
learne hence this doftrine, and iuſtruction viz. thatthe 
true Church of God, and the particuter members of ir, 
are not. only ſubie& to finne,and error in generall,for cue- 
man & borne,and conceined in fine, exery man is a liar we pt, gx,v,5, 
bane all ſxned, and ſtand in need of the gohrie of God, who Rom. 3.23. 
knoweth the errors of ths life : all our rig hteonſueſſ i but as Fialrg. v. 32s 
# menſtrons cleth.avd when wee haue done all that we can, 
viee are but defe&tiue and vrprofirable ſernants ; but alſo, 
and rhat more particularly , that many times the Church 
of Chrift, euen in the beſt, and moſt flouriſhing outward 
Eſtate of it, is ouertaken with a kinde of ſpirituall ſlum. 
ber, and ſecuritie, and is lefle carcfull, and watchfullro 
beware of the ſnares of the we IND , andthe 


baires, and allurements of honours , and pleaſures ſo thar 


weakened, eclipſed, and darkened, yea andſhe now and 

then fall into ſumproms ; and fits of deſperation. 

_ Thetruth hereof appeareth firſt in David, who when he 

was eftabliſhed in his kingdome,and flourtſhed in proſpe- 

ritic,was puffed vp with carnall ſecuritie,and confillecct in 

his own frag and ful little thought of his own infirmi- Pal. 30.7:6.7. 
,dangersor iminent cuills,as though his preſent felicitic 

Gould neuer change: bur preſently God hid his face from V8. 

hin, that is withdrew the ſenſe of his fauor, and good will, 

and calt him into.trouble, and calamities, and ſo awakened 
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Secondly in Ezechias (otherwiſe a right King ) 
whoſe heart was lift wp with pride, by reaſon of his late and 
glorious victory, and aboundance of treaſures, in ſo much. 
that hc in oftentation ſhewed wnto the ambaſſadors of the 
King of Babell all bis treaſures , that hee ha4 in his houſe and 
realme-, ſo that wrath came vpon him , and vpon Indah and 
Tersſ{alem. 

Thirdly in Ephraim,who in his proſperitie was as an vn- 
tamed Calfe, 

Fourthly, in the very wiſe Virgins, who( though they 
had their Lampes furniſhed with oyle ) yer they /lumbered 
at Chriſt his fecond comming. | 

Fiftly, in Chriſt his diſciples, who becauſe Chriſt whiles 
he liued ypon the earth, kept them from all dangers, drea- 
med of continuall profperitie , and could not conceiue of 
nor endure to heare of Chriſt his death and reſurrection ; 


in-ſo-much that at the time of his ſuffering they ſlept and 


Make. 14.verſ, ſurmbered,when they ſhould haue watched, and prayed, and 
37-and 409. when Chriſt was once apprehended, they all, for aces; a 


Math. 26, 
Reuel.z .1. 


Ibid. ver 17. 


ſooke hims, and fled away,yea and Peter denied him three ſeuc- 
rall crimes, with curſing and ſwearing, Mark.,14.71, This 
was the ſtate of the Angell,and people of Sardis,who had 4 
name that they liued , yet were' dead , The luke-warme 
Church of*Laodjcea was tat with ſecurity , andſlumber, 
She indeed faid that ſhe was rich , audeencreaſed in worldly 
£oods,and had nted of nothing,whereas the holy Ghoſt teſti- 
fieth of her that ſhe was wretched, miſerable, poore,blinde, 
and naked, Andlaſtly the Church of Epheſae, (albeit in all 
other things a moſt excellent Church.) yer ſhe is noted for 
this,cthat ſhe left her firſt lowe,that is, ſhe had abated,and re=. 
mitted much of her former loue, both to God, and her: 
neighbour , Now he is happy that can Rerwm cognoſcere 
carſz, that is, know the cauſes of things,and by feeling of 
the pulſe, iudge,and diſcerne of the difeaſc.. 
The cauſes then from whence the churches ſlumber pro- 
ceeded, were ( eſpecially ) worldlyprofperity, and cares, as 
bkewiſe earthly delights, and pleaſures ; which how great- 
ly they hinder , yea and. many times choake all _ _ 
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ſanRification , appeareth manifeſtly by the third ſort of 
hearers , which are reſembled to ſcede ſowne amongſt 
thornes, they indeed heare the word, and after their depar- 
ture to their domeſticall occaſions , they are choaked with Luke 8. Ver, 
earesr,and with riches,and voluptuons lining, and bring forth 14+ 
no fruite, The ſence hereof'is, that cuen as thornes, & other 
hurtfull incombrances do choake the corne ( that is other- 
wiſe proſperous)whiles it is growing to aſtem or ſtalke: ſo 
corrupt motions of the fleſh doe preuaile in the hearts of 
men,and ouercome faith.: ſo that it dothſuppreſſe,and op- 
preſſe the power and working of heauenly doEtrine before 
it be come to his full ripenefle . And therefore it Randeth 
eucry man vpon, to pull theſe manifold thornes out of his 
in him, Proſperitie , and exceſſtuepleaſures and delights, 
corrupted,& effeminated moſt wiſe Sa/omion,that at length 1.Reg-11%. 
he was drawne to commit idolatry himfelfe (as ſome in- 
terpret)or at leaſt ) to grant atoleration and permifſion of 
ic to his out-landiſh wiues, & concubinesyifnot to others, 
And becauſe the fpirituallſleepe, and {lumber , which hath 
alluſion to that which is.naturall, doth and will, by way of , 
compariſon with.it, more fully andeffeRually appeare, let 
ysa little conſider the ſfimilitude , and proportion that is 
betwixt them both, | | 

Naturall ſleepe is the reſt or binding of the ſenſes, and 
the ſuſpenſion,or interruption of the ſpirits, cauſed by cer- 
taine fee and yapours., which by reaſon of plenty of 
meate and drinke, aſcend from the ſtomack into the head 
and braine,and thereby ſtopping the rootes of the finews, 
or nerues, are by the animall ſpirits caried vnto the ſeates 
of the outward fenſes : ſo a ſpirituall fleepe or ſlumber, is a 
ccaſing,or ſtopping of the ſpirituall ſenſes, fo that the ſpi= 

=. Ih cannot ſee, nor the eare attend,nor 

—_ taſte, the mouth ſpeake, nor the ſtomack defire, 
or digeſt, nor the hand worke, nor the feere goe, (asin a 
deepe ſleepe) : or bur very faintly , and weakly ( as jn a 
winking, or nodding flumber) ſuch as that of the church 
Kin this place,and iris cauſed _—_ the fumes, and mon, 
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of earthly proſperitie,cares,and pleaſures, honours and glo- 
rie, which aſcetrd from the diſtempered affections into the 


minde , and judgement, and fo ſtay, and ſuſpend the ſpiri- 
tuall ſenſes , and cauſe ſleeping , flumbring , nodding, 
winking,&c. 

But becauſe theſe remprations are not fo frequent as 
fearefull,nor ſo delightſome as dangerous and deceitfull,;in 
ſo much thatthe moſt vertuous, wiſe , earned , religious, 


and prudent men in the world haue hereby beene entiſcd, 


and entangled,I will for the better m/s. ty of them itt= 


Giſt, and in order handle cuery particuler branch. 

Eirft rcouching worldly joylitie and proſperitie , it puf- 
feth 'P the heart with pride, and contempt of others; and. 
it ſtealeth away the heart from God, as Abſolon did rhe pee 
ples from his father Damned ; and here-vpon Pas! aduiſeth 
Timothy to charge his rich hearers that they bee nor high. 
minded, and that they truft not in vncertaineriches, but in the 
lizing God: And to this effe& , the Lord warneth the Iſra- 
lites,that when they haue eaten, & filled themſelues, when 
they haue- built goodly houſes; and dwelt inthem, when 
their beaſts and ſheepe are encreaſed, and their gold mul- 
tiplied, that then their heart bee not lifted vp nor they forget 

Lord therr God. In proſperitie,Daxid commuted aduite- 
rie and murder, and numbred the people in the pride of- his 
heart. In his proſperitic the prodigall childe departed from 
his farhers houſe, and waſted all his ſubſtance by riotous, 
andintemperate liuing . From hence alſo ſprang the finnes 
of Sodom; wnnaturall luFt , pride, fulneſſe of bread, aboun- 
dance of idleneſſe,and contempt of the poore. ; 

The Princes of /ſraell being at caſe in Sion,pur farre fron. 


Amos.6.3,4.5 them theexillday , as though Gods plagues ſhould never 


ceaze vpon them : They lay vpon their beds of Juory, 
fed, and fared delicioufly ; had-all varitic of Muficke, 
wines, and ointments ; Zur none of then wa: ſorie for the 
affliction of Toſeph , that is of their bretheren in capti- 
uitie, | 


The riche man in the Goſpell, whoſe ground brought 


forth plentifull fruites , and whoſe thoughts were __ 
er : 
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ther ſet-vp0n the enlarging of his barnes and buildings , ap-Fuke. 12.16. 
plauded, and ſoothed vp himfelfe in his ſeeurity ; as; 1718.15.20, 
though hee had obtained'a long leaſe ', or patent of it, 

bur . a night was his ſou t fetches (by the Dinell ) from 

The warmth of (amphas his fire , and the occafionof 1ll Make,q.Ver. 
company there, induced Peter to deny his Eord and mai- 54 

ſter . The world bewitched Demas, and made [udas a 

traytor , By reaſon of worldly proſperitic, and cager and 


earneſt purſuite after it, it is, that many eAnaſſims, Nim- 
rods and Termagonts of theearth, oppreſſe and inſult ouer 
the poore afflifted and innocent ; and as the great fiſhes 
deuoure the ſmaller , fo doe the riche the mcane and+poo= 
rer ſort, Hence it is, thatmany of them, ioyne houſe to 
houſe, and laye field to field , vntill there bee no place 
(andelbow roome for the poore), that they may bepla- 
ced (alone) by them-ſelues in the middeſt of the earth, 
This auarice. and vnquenchable thirſt of the eAbabs of 
this world, that will acuer bee content vnrill they haue 
by hooke or 'crooke gotte Naboth his Vineyard , is 
the common finne of the land, not decreafing or going 
backe ten degrees, as the Sunne in the time of Ezech' as, 
but preuailing like Noah his deluge, vntill all bee drow. 
ned, Thepoore crye, and noman (almoſt) forthe time 
regardeth or righteth them, but the Lordin heauen behol- 
>, ACdcthall, andhiseye liddcs trye the children of men , And 

/” as for theſe encrochers and'encloſers, GOD at lengeh,,.. . R 
fruſtrateth rhem of their hope and expeRation, pulleth 5" 
downe their houſes, leaucth them yoyde of inhabitants, © _ 
and tenants, and curſerh rheir grounds and fields, that © ©. * 
they anſwer not the labour and coſt beftowed' ypon 


- Fromtheabuſe of caſe and 'proſperitie,likewiſe, ariſeth 
ryot , pride, excefe,, and phantaſtickneſſe of apparell a= 
mongſt all forts- and rankes of men , and. eſpecially in 
_ Tis Mheres var ane exceedi 
- much in 1ſaias his time,beyong their degree;and all come- T6; 4.ver{ 16. 
by grauitir; affeRand follow after braucrie,fumptuoutnes, 17 Nie. 
| | gariſhe | 
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gariſhneſſe, ſtrange, forraine,monſtrous and ridiculus faſhi- 
ons,much vnbeſceming Chriſtian profeſſion & the daugh- 
ters of G OD, who ſhould rather labour to bee inwardly 

arniſhed then outwardly trimmed ; and whoſe attire 


ould bee holy,decent,comely,and rather within then a= 
boue their calling .But this walum (I feare ) is i7:mebicabile 


& nolime tangere, the fault of Court, Citic & Country.But 


for all this,God wil and doth puniſh this pride,many times 
with ſhame and captiuitie , and many times with pouertie 


and beggerie, and hee will callthem to account for ſpen-- 


ding ſo much time trifling and tricking themſelues,and for 
improouing,racking and inhauncing their rents ,totherus 
ine of their poore tennants , and all to maintaine their 
pompe,and curious brauery, 

From the worlds proſperity and the defire and _—_ 


after it,proceede ſo many vngodly , vnequall and ynprol- 


_ perous marriages , Here itis, that ſometimes men of ſort 


and place yea and thoſe that doe or, atleaſt ſeeme to pro- 
ſeſſe Religion very fincerely , will for landes and liuings, 
match their ſonnes and daughters with Atheiſts and halfe 
Papiſts, as though religion ſhould Roupe to riches', and 
as though Godlines would ſooner be gotten then wordly 
goods. But is this marrying in the Lord? will iron and clay 
cleaue togither? and can any good come of ſo bad begin- 
ning? To conclude the great red dragon with hys rai/e,that 
is not ſo much with his ceremonies, inuentions,and traditi- 
ons,(albcit vile,and antechriſtian) as with his pompe,pro- 
miſes , preferments, dignities , drew the third part of the 
Stars from heauen , and caſt them to the earth . By the ſtartes 
according to the phraſe of ſcripture are ment principall 
and eminene perſons both in church,and common-wealth, 
that were drawne by this baite fromthe heauenly truth, 
and diuine ſtudies,to intend wholy earthly, and tranfitorie 
things,and to become vaſlals,and ſlaues vnto Antechrift. 
- Seeing that worldly P—_— ,and welfare, (though 
not properly in his owne nature ,but accidentally through 
mans corruption ) breedeth , and brifigeth the before na- 


- med, and many other cuills with. it , as-wee alſo of this 


bleſſed 


- 


s 


%, 


*,. 


The Churches ſecuritie. 9 
bleſſed Iland can for —_y yeares by wofull experiments 
teſtifie; for from hence hath proceeded ſo much Atheiſine, 
ſo greate negle& of Gods worſhippe, ſuch contempt of the 


© word, ſuch prophanation in many places of Gods Sabboth, 


ſuch abuſe of the Sacraments, ſuch blaſphemy , ſuch oppre- 


2 Ot 
: = is 
Lo 


ſfion, and ſo infinite incloſures, ſuch a night vppon many 


Prophets, &c. We muſt therefore beware of the inffeRion, 


and poiſon hereof, & decline it, as wee would, inanother Apoc: 17:4. 


caſe,the whore of Babilons golden cup in her hand ful of abho- 
minations , & filthinefle ofher forwication, Let our treaſure 
be in heauen,not vpon the earth let vs not build ypon out- 
ward proſperitie, for this is but a ſandie foundation;neither 
lette ys truſt vnto it, for it is as areed,or rotten poſt, & will 
ſoone faile ys, let vs nortſet our heart vppon it, but vppon 
God, our hope, and our confidence for euer , whowill 
nexer faile nor forſake vs. Let it be our ſeruant, and ſubieR, 
and triburary to vs as the Cararites were to Solomon; but 
let it not bee our maiſter , and commander : for that were a 
baſe, and prepoſterous courſe,then might wee ſay(as So/lo- 
wo7 in another caſe ſaith ) I hawe ſcene ſernants on h:rſes,and 
Princes walking as ſeruants on the ground. Secing that 
wordly proſperitie is not the true contenting, and cuerlaſ- 
ting treaſure , peculier and proper onely to the Saints, and 
ſeruants of God ; butit is earthly , vaine, deceitfull tran- 
fitory , and common to the wicked with the good, yea the 
wicked inioy it ( though as vſurpers onely before God, ) 
commonly in greater meaſure then the ods ; wemuſtnot 
teſt and ſettle our affetions vppon it , but if wee bee ri- 
ſen with Chriſt, ſeeke the thinges aboue. God who is all 
ſufficient , muſt be our portion, and if our riches any man- 
ner of way alienate , or withdraw vs from him, or his fer- 
uice , we muſt caſt them away as the Mariners in a tempeſt 
caſt their wares into the Sea: Better to looſe all with the 
Apoſliles , and poore afflifted Hebrewes , and to gaine 
Chriſt our heauenly treaſure , who is the fountaine of all 
happineſle : Then to-winne the world, and looſe heauen, 
and make ſhipwracke of our owne ſoules. This is 
not to change cms that is golden armour for 
JI GEE 
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brazen 2s Diomedes in Homer did with Glawces : but it is 
ro exchange eaſe for eternitie ; the world for heauen , and 
the Diuell for Iefus Chriſt, 

For as much as riches, and proſperitie in them-ſelues, 
and eſpecially to the godly who know how to vte them, 
are not cuill , but good btefſings of God, and they are 
giuen and lent vs of G GD to diſpoſe of them as good 


' Steward: , to good endes , and vppon right vics; we muſt 


therefore at the commandement of GOD , and follow- 
ing the worthy preſidents of e Abraham, Lot, Teb, the 
Noble Sunamite , Cbadiah, Nehemuas , Lenie, Zachens, 
the Centurion , (ornelins , Dorcas , Gaims , and many 
morein Scripture, andinall ages fithence , with our tem- 


. porals, and outward riches, relecue the diſtrefſed, feed 


the hungry, intertaine ſtrangers, nouriſh and maintaine 
the Prophets , & miniſters of G OD, feaſt the poore , pro= 
wide for the fatherlefle, and widdowes, aduance religi- 
on, further learning , & doe good to the common wealth, 
and place where God hath ſeated vs. Then hal our riches, 
and proſperitic bee ſanCtified vnto vs, and bee meanes to 
—_ comfort to our ſoules , and ftrength to our faith 

ecre: and afterwards adde to our glory in the kingdome 
ofheauen, For according to the meaſure of our faith, and 
well-doing, ſhall God in fauor, and mercy reward vs with 
further glory , and happines in the world ro come, To end 
this point, ſhall an Heathen writer , yer Prince of Philoſo. 
phers ſay. Thox ſpalt lowe God, if thow ſhalt imitate him in 
this , that thou maieft ave good to all, and hurt tonone : and 
ſhall not wee hauing the light of grace, the warrant of 
Cods word , the examples and practiſe of all his Saintes , 
and worthies, and ſo-{inguler , and pretious promiles laid 
before our eyes, much more carefully, and confcionably 
put it in execution? Otherwiſe vndoubtedly, our riches, 
our gold, ourfluer, our landes, liuings , poſſciſions, re- 
wenues will bee but matter , and fewell of our iuſt , & grea= 
xer condemnation at the laſt day. 


Lind thus much of proſperitic andthe vſes of it... 
The 


The Churches ſecurities = 
The ſecond cauſe, or occaſion , of rhe Churches ſlumber , + cauſe 
and ſecurity , is worldly thoughts , cares, and deſires , worldly carer 
and this hath ſome affinitie with the former , and many 
times doth follow it. The effeQs hereofare, as divers 
ſodangerous, as manifold, ſo moſt miſerable. They diſe 
tract the minde, and Lke wilde horſes draw it and driue 
icthis way , and that way,and therefore are called wyp:yuci, 
that is diſtraQting cares, : 
. They choake > word of God,and make it vnprofitable, 
For a man that isfull of worldly cares, and thoughts, hath 
his wittcs a wooll-gathering ( as the common prouerb is) 
when hee ſhould attend to , aw" matters, his mind is on 
his halfe-penny, and all his zeale is for Dianathe great 
 Goddeſſe of the Ephefians,when it ſeructh for the maintai- 
ning of his trade, and not yppon GODS worde, which 
is the food of the ſoule that indareth to eternall life. When 
hee is gone from hearing the word , hee either forgets Toha.G, ye, 
all , or (at leaſt) negleReth all, andpraQtiſeth nothing , " 
for it is impoſſible for a man to gather grapes of thornes, 
or figges of thiſtles,or to expeR any good fromſuch, 
Secondly , worldly ſorrew , that is for lofſe of commodi- | 
ties ; _ yarn - rr ſenſe, and __ —_ s —_ 3 Cor.7.10, 
death that is cauſe peration, & by c ence 2 
It is the Heathens finne to be diftrultally carefull ; and to 
fay what ſoalwe eate, or what ſpall we drinke , or where-with 
fla'l ne be cloathed? But wee muſt committe our waies to Math,6.veal. 
GOD , caft all our care vppon him , who careth, and *&* 
prouideth for vs, and bee content with our eftate ; for 

GOD hath made apromiſe , that hee will never faile , nor yep. 41,5; 
forſake vs.*Will the LORD feed the Rauens that 

ynto him , and will hee not feed his children ? will he nou- 

Tiſh the wicked his enemies , and-will hee not much more 

feed his friendes, and becloued? ſhall hee ſo gloriouſly 

cloth the Lillies of the field , and will hee not much more 
apparrell thoſe thar ſcrue him, and depend vppon him 
continually? 

Lzftly they that defire to bee rich ( faith Saint Pave) 1 Tim, 6.g, 
fall into many temptations , and ſnares , and fall into mary + 
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noiſome and fooliſh luſts ,vhich drowne men in perdition , and 
deftruition . And inthe end of the next;verle hee addeth 
they erre from the faith , and peirce themſelnes thorough 
with many ſorrowes , Now the Apoſtles mcaning in this 
place is not, that riches are (properly) the cauſe of the c- 
uills here mentioned, bur onelie the inordinate appetite, 
and deſire of man. The temptations into which hereby. 
priuate men fall into are many : ſtrayning , and ſtretching. 
their conſciences ( as ſome doe their broad clothes, and 
carſies) but eſpecially in the miniſters of whome the A- 
poltle ipeciallie ſpeaketh , they arc ſo blinded many times 
with couetoulneſle , that they refuſe to doe , and defend 
nothing bee it neuer ſo abſurd,ſo ſoone as the hope ofmo- 
ney , andprofit hath bleered, and blinded their cies . And 
as touching faith, they that are ouer troubled with world- 
lie carcs ſoone fall, and reuolt from it, as wee haue Demas 
for an example. Laſtly they are ſundry times horribly tor- 
mentedin conſcience, as it befalleth vnto deſperate men: 
To theſe ſorrowes may be added ſuites in law, loſſes, hoſti- 
lities, dangerous bargaines,and thelike. | 

- But ſome men will (perphaps) obie&, and ſay Thaue a 
great family, and many children toſuſtaine,and the world 
is hard,and Ido no man open wronge, therefor it is lawfull 
for me thus to carke, and care, to toile, and moile,or els I 
know not horwto live, but Imuſt be enforced to borrowe, 


Firſt albeit it be lavwful,and neceſſary for a man carefully 
to keepe the goods, which hee hath gotten , and to imploy 
them to neceflary, & profitable vices: & albeit the thoughts, 
and hand of the diligent bring abowndance , and ponert y com- 
meth pon the idle perſon , as one that travelleth by the way, 
& neceſſitie like an armed max ;and he that doth not pro- 
uide for his owne, and namely for them of his houſhowld deni- 
eth the faith and is worſe then an Infidel; 8 albeit euery man 
muſt follow his calling; yet notwithſtanding , thought- 
taking , diſtruſtfull care,and toiling,and moyling continu- 
ally with labour and griefe' is not hereby: warranted, bur 
rather reprooued, andin many other places of. ſcripture 

CITI. | "Is | totally 
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totally condemned.” For firſt no man can hereby adde one 
cubite to his ſtature,much leſle to his life. 

Secondly men hereby ſhew themſelues more like Pay Math, 6.32 
rims , and Gentiles who onely ſeeke after theſe exythly 
things, thenlike Chriſtians , who waiting for the glorious 
reſurreion of the bodie, and erernall life , ſhould not 
take ſuch carking care for this morrall,and miſerable life. 
Thirdly wackly cares, and the ſincere ſeruing of God, 

are ſo oppoſite , and contrarie that a man cannot intend 
both togither, he caunot ſerve G O D,and manmon ; and 
therefore ſo much as a man addeth to his thoughtful! care, 
ſo much he detrateth from his hope,& c6fidence in God, 
Fourthly we are ſeruants in our heauenly Fathers houſe, 8 
therefore he will kindly , and lovingly prouide that which Febr.r 3 . 
ſhalbe good for vs. And as for borrowing, ſo it be within © lal,37,ve 28 
our ability,and with aminde, and conſcience to repay it,is 
ypon iuſt occaſion lawful, And as for begging,if wee /erue 
God we ſhall neuer begge, or if it ſometimes ſhould to fall 
out through inauita le lofles » & through the diſorder Pl. 37 ve. 25 
of copmon-wealthes, yet we ſball nener be forſaken of God. 
Laftly they that truſt in God , and carefully , and thirſtily 
walke intheir calling ſhalbe ſo far from ſtealeing, that they 
ſhall cither bee more enabled to giue ther rorece:ne,, or (at 
leaſt) beeing contented with that they haue, and making 
the Lord their portion, they ſhalbe farrefrom any ſuch yn- 
lawfull practiſe, ER £ POS. 

 Letvs therefore beware that wee do riot with'the Gen- 7) e.t 
tiles, or with thoſe that want faith in Gods prouidence * * 
with ſo egar appetites, and thoughtfull cares ſecke after 
theſe outward, and earthly things, as though they were 
the chiefe good ; but before all things , and with ſtudy, 
and endeuour ſecke after heauenly, and fpiritual things, 
as the moſt principal blesfings, and the true riches of man, 
& then,as for al oder things God wil caſt the yponvs as an 
aduantage,or ouerplus, we not careing,or looking for the, Y 
' Secondly let vs not headily, and ouer haſtily vex,andtor- | 
ment our ſelues with'the expeRation, and thinking vpop /7*+** 

things to come OOTY imagine , or 
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34+ greame of divers afterclaps , calamities, andcroſſes to en. 
ſue . Forpreſent diftreſſes , and difficulties bring vnto vs 
troubles enough, and therefore wee haue no reaſon to 
multiply care and miſerie by taking thought for thar 
which i to come . And to finiſh , and abſolue this point, 
veric Heathens condemne this carking care for future e- 
uents, Quid ſir fururnm, cras fuge querere, that is forbeare 
to enquire what ſhalbe done to morrowe , And ( as 
(icero faith ) meditationem futnri mali ec, the think- 
ing vpon an euill to come , and that , perhaps will nor - 
come atall, is fooliſh : that euery cuill is greeuious, and 
painefull when it is once come. 

Laſtly wee muſt commit, or ( according to the origi- 
nall) roll or waie vpon the Lord, that is, wee muſt in hope, 
and patience commit the iſſue, and cuent of all —_— 
ons, and affairesto his dinine prouidence , and difpoſiti- 
on, and vnloadall our cares, ayd labours into Gods bo- 
ſome , Wee mult «iſo truſt in him; that is perſwade our 
felues that wee are gouerned of God , and pray alſo to bee 
gouerned by him, and then hee will bring tr topaſſe , thatis 
grant an happie , and proſperous ſucceſle; and not ſuffer 
our hope to bce fruſtrate, as hee juſtly puniſheth the in- 
fidelitic.of the children of this mes #4 . For otherwiſe 
our life,and caliing cannor bee ordered , and direted by 
mans diligence,and induſtry, for except the Lord$xild and 
oraer the houſe they labour in vaine that buildit , there- 
FoaLiz».r fore info great waight of bufineſſe, and daungers wee 

37*"* Rand in continuall neede of the preſence , poo, helpe of 
COD a 


: eAnd thus much toxching world-: 
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3.Part, Now we are come to the third cauſe, and occafion ofthe 
Churches ſlumber, and ſecuritie , and that is, thatſheeto 
Earthly plea* much addicted her ſelfe, and ſlacked the raines to carth= 
— lie delightes , and pleaſures: whichare of maruelous force 
torocke, andlull mena fleepe in the cradle of ſecuritie, 


For cuen as wee ſee that naturallſkeping, andflumbering 


"66 A 


The Churches Securitie. T5 
is many times. procured by ſinging, nuficke , rubbing, * 
” com, Yr and fuck delightfame thinges :.Fuen > 
the ſleepe, and ſlumber of the foule is often cauſed , nor 
onely by the vſe of pleafures, and delighes that are in 
them-ſelues vnlawfull , which rather worke: the death, 
then the ſlumber ofthe ſoule, but alſo ( as here is inten- 
ded ) by the vnſcaſonable and immoderare vic, and fol- 
lowing of ſporrtes , delights., and recreations that are in 
themſclues things meerely indifferent, and therefore law- 
full to bee vied,or foreborne . Examples,and proofes here- 
of wee haue many in holie —_— . Fhe Princes of a5 
Hraell in Amos time gaue themſclues wholy to delica- | 
cie, wines, feaſting , mulicke &c. and herevpon thought 
not ypon their captivitic at hand, much lefſe piticd the 
diſtreſſed ERtate of their afflited bretheren x but hereof 
T haue ſpoken before. ſs Solomon that felt,and found by 
wofull experience the poyſonfull infe&tion of pkaſures, 
er om" laughter to bee madneſle , and all pleaſure to B<1e.2.2. 

but yanitie, 

The Iewes in [ſata his time, bathing,and ſoaking them- 
ſelucs in their pleaſures did not conjracr the w:rke of God, 
thatis they did not heed , nor take notice of his iudgments 
at hand. The baites of pleaſure,and aprodigal minde with- 
drew the loft childe from his fathers houſe, and proteRi- 
on , andat length brought him to ſhame , andextreame Euke.15. 
ponertie. | 

It was one of the finnes of the old world before the ge- 
nerall deluge , and of Sodome, and the Citries adioyning 
before their deſtruction from heauen , and it is one of the 
maine ſinnes that now doth, and ſhaltraigne in the world, 
hriſt his comming to iudgement , namely pleaſures, 

Witics delights, The particulars, whereof were , eating, 
1nking , marrying wines , and gining im marriage . Here. -*t-17.36 
vnto is added ſurferting , «1d drankeneſſe, of which ſinnes 7 6. 1.34. 


Ify,5.ver.1% 


- - our Sauiour in L»ke doth ſo warne vs , By the former ex- 


le our S»uiours meaning is, that men ſhalbe ſotaken- 
vp,and poſſeſſed with the pleaſures,and profits of this pre-= 
Eur life,as ifgor change, & altexatio weze to be looked for. 
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whereas otherwiſe cating , drinking , marrying , 8&c. are 
not in them-ſelues vnlawfull, (for they ſerue for mans ne- 
ceſſtie, and comfort) vnleſſe men exceſſiuely, or altogi- 
ther herevnto addited, ſhould grow inſenfible of Gods 
iudgements, or ſhutting their cyes ſhould runne into all 
licentiousneſſe, as though there were no God in Heauen 
that would take yengeance on them: And as for thoſe vile 
& damnable finnes of ſurfetting,and drunkennes,what hurt 
they pres to the body , what lauiſhment to the goodes, 
' What abuſe of the creatures , what diſcredit to a mans good 
name , what decay to the witte, and vnderſtanding , what 
ill example to the world, what ſcandall tothe =—_ what 
offence to God, and whar diſſtruion to the Plc daily , 
and lamentable experience ſheweth ? Paxle faith that the 
widdow living in pleaſure is d:ad bring aline, that is ſhee 
is dead being idle, and ſeruing for no vſe. 

Laſtly it is one of the ſinnes of the whore of Babilon,and 
Cs cauſe ah ruine, yea a forc-runner of it, ro Ine in pleaſure, 
Vis. * Ttofitteas a Queere, to perſwade her ſelfe that ſhe is no wid- 

dow, and that ſhe ſhall ſee no mourning, Theſe pleaſures if 
we do not beware of them, 8 wiſely and ſoberly vie them, 
are as baites to intiſe vs , ſnares tointangle vs , adelea- 
2 ble phrenſie to beguile vs, thornes to pricke,and goare vs, 
' 2 Uliſſes his Syrenes to turne vs into ſwine, and beaſtes, the 
” fewell of concupiſcence ; finally they bring a ſpirituall /e- 
” thargie , it is both forgetfullnes, and aſlumber vppon the 
ſoule, and the infection of the witte like the biting of an 
Aſpe which caſteth the perſon that is bitten ina ſweete 
ſleepe, our of which he neuer recoucreth, The vſe of this 
point ſerueth to checke , & condemne the practiſe of thoſe 
eſpecially that hauing lands , liuings, and poſleſſio 
yu their time in pleaſures and ſports, but not in teadi 
the ſcriptures , in peruſing good bookes, in finging of 
plalmes, nor.in being inſtruments of doing good, Here- 
ypon they like waxe are apt to-receiue any forme of religi- - 
on ſauing the truth , and no marucile, for he that maketh 
no conſcience of his pleaſures, & of direing his life , will 
make no conſcience of true religion; for hee bo his 
4% DICALUICS 


2 Tim.6. Fo 


Vle.1, 


_— — 


The Churches ſecaretie. wp 
pleaſures more then God, And anſwerably here-vnto , Tj, 
Nimrod, and Eſau are taxed and noted for their hunting, - 
Nimrod a great hunter before the Lord, butan CR 
Eſa an hunter , but a hairy , and a wilde man , and aper- 
ſecutor of his brother, 

O6, But is not hunting lawfull ? 

Az, Yesifit be not vpon the Sabboth dayes;, and bein 
moderation, Secondly if the ſame perſons oe as carefull, 
and dilligent according to their calling , and occaſions to® 
hunt the Romiſh Gray Fox&and all his cubs, Ieſuits, Semi- © 
narics , Prieſtes, Papiſts, Recuſants, that deuoure the <* 
vines, that is, corrupt and deſtroy the Churches : Heere 
is good game, ſport, paſtime, here ispleaſure andprofit : 
Otherwiſe to hunt, and kill the filly Hare, and the Deere , 
that do none or little harme, and tolette theſe Rinking , 
ſubrile , and cruell Foxes alone , is both diſhonour to God, 
and ſhame to them-ſelues, dangerous both to Church & 
common wealth, 

06. Is not beare-baiting, and cock-fighting lawfull and 
allowable? 

Av, No, for it maintaineth, yea, and increaſeth the 
enmitie , and oppoſition berweene the creatures , which 
mans finnes brought firſt into the world : And therefore Ifai,r1, 
they ſhould rather labour toreconcile , then to ſette the 
creatures at iarre, and rather lament then to,ſport them- 
ſelues when they ſee themone to rend and deuour ano- 
ther : Yet notwithſtanding if they will haue ſome propor- 
tionable fport wherein to recreate them-ſclues, let them ? 
firſt like prudent Pasle who for the preſeruing of himſelfe aa,rg. 
ſet the Scribes, and Pharaſies at SC ſo let themfor 
the defence of them-ſelues , and the m— of the Pa- 
piſts, ours, and their aduerfaries, ſhew their beſt wit, ſkill, 
and indeuor to ſette theſe Midianites at enmitie againſt 
them-ſclucs , by ſhewing the oppoſition of thelate Papiſts 
with the ancient, the lefairs with the ſeculer Prieſtes, and 
one Papiſt with an other, yea one ,and the ſame Papiſt ma- 
ny times with him-ſelfe; as two excellent , & worthy Di- 
uines Maifter Doctor Fi/ler, and Maiſter Door my 
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the one in his rerraſtitor , and the othet in his prima et ſe-' 
cunda Apelogie Catholics parie,haue molt notably attemp- 
red and begunne. | 
Secondly let them rather,and vpon farre better ground, 
and yndoubted recreation and comfort , labour and ende- 
uour in their owne ſelues,and ſoules, to worke, and breed 
enmitie and warre berweene the flcſh and the fpirit,and by 
all holy meancs to continue, and further it, for as long as 
this battaile,and conflict laſteth, there is grace in the heart: 
and when this ceaſeth, faith, and grace determineth , Let 
them (trengthen , arme , and encourage the ſpirit , and dif- 
arme and weaken the fleſh;, and finne , that the ſpirit ma 
triumph,and the fleſh bee ſubdued; Here is ſport that will 
end in greater pleaſure , here is matter of exerciſe that will 
not vndo,or hurr vs,but cnrich,and make vs all blefled.But 
it is muchto be feared that moſt of thoſe that are ſo caried 
away with humane vanities, and thele cruell ſportes ; little 
know, and diſcerne what this battaile betweene the fleſh, 
and the ſpirit meaneth, much lefſe are they trained vp,and 
beaten in it, | 
YJe.2. Secondly wee maſt keepe ſuch a moderarion , and 
temper inthe 4 of lawfull pleaſures , wee that hawe wines 
_ bee as though wee had none , ſo was it with good Vrias 
1.Cor.6. 38. .,10 for the time that his ſeruice in Dawidewarres laſted, 
made a conſcience to go into his wife, leaſt the pleaſure of 
2-Sam,r8.ye, her might perhaps make kimmoreRemiſle, and vawilling 
11.and xz, to performe- that warlike charge. impoſed ypon him: wee- 
® that reioyce muſt be a5 though wee reioyſed not, wee muſt vie 
them,as [onathan taſted of the hunny,onely for his neceſ- 
14*?7 faric refreſhment,and as (amis e Nito bibit, a taſte & away, 
Finally wee muſt qualifie , and temper them with the feare 
of God,that wee be not ſeduced by them, or(at leaſt)made - 
more ynwilling , vnfit , and ynapt for better exerciſes, and 
actions. 


3-Sam, 


eAnd thus much of pleaſures, 
and their vſes. 
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'  » wertheleſſeenen among the chiefe Rulers many beleened in hi 
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_ Afourtly, and laſt reaſon ofthe Churches ſecuritie, and 
lumbering in gcnerall , and of the ſpeciall members in a 
particuler , may be, ana is oftentimes the deſire, affeRta- 4: — 
tion of honours, titles, and of the glory , and applauſe of On 
the world ; which many ſeeking , and withall obtayning, olory. ”" 
iudge of them-ſelues rather by the opinion , and eſteeme | 
of others, then by the ſound knowledge, and experimen- 
tall Judgement, Hence it was that the Church of Sardis apoc.z.Veaſ + 
had a zame that ſhe lived , andyet was dead, Ofthis ſort 1.1. 
are thoſe, that haue a forme of godlineſſe , but deny the 2-Tim. 3.4+ 
power of it, bp I-55; 
The Diuell ( albeit twiſe before repulſed) at length 
tempted our Saviour (hriſt by ſhewing him ( in a viſion 
perhaps ) all the kingdomes of the world, and the glory of Math.4.8. 
them , hoping has to blinde his eyes, and to preuaile 
againſthim, as he doth againſtmany. Moreouer Chriſt re- 
proouing the Scribes , and Pharaſies for their vanitie, and 
ambition , in that they hunted after humaine glory , and 
neglected the glory that was due vnto God, faith hee how Iohn.y. 44: 
can yee beleeue that receine honour one of an other , and ſeeke 
not the honour that commeth froms God onely? And this affec- 
ting, and defireto gaine, and retaiye humaine titles, and 
glory is one great cauſe that detaineth many of the Papiſts 
rom admitting of the puritie of the Goſpell, and it is fome 
occaſion ofhardening them in their Idolatry, Ir is faid of 
many of the cheife rulers in the time of our Saviour. Ne- 


hn.1 2.43. 


but becauſe of the Pharafies they did not confeſſe him, leaſt thef*3* 
ſhould be caſt out of the Synagogue , for they loaned thepraiſe of 
wen more the the glory of God.It is to be thought y notwith= Tog, ham, 
ſtanding theſe chiefe Rulers (amongſt whome was doubt. 
lefle Ioſeph of Arimathea,and Nicodemw were indued with 
true faith;but it was for the time very weak & yong,which 
God beareth withal, & in procefle of time cureth and per- 
fiteth, Ambitious vanitie poſſeſſing Abſo/or,moucd him to 
ſeeke to depriue his aged father Daxid of his Crowne & 
Kingdome, The aflenting vnto the flattering and blaſ- 
phemous acclamation , and applauſe of the multitude 
; [1 PAININIELCO 
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cauſed Heyodto be ſmitten of the eAngell of the Lord imme- 
ARs 12333. diatcly becauſe hee gane not the glorie to God,ſo that hee was 
eaten of wormes a gaze vp the Ghoſt, & it made the ſcribes, 
and Pharaſfies to delight , and content themſelues with an 
extcrnall, and onely | 054 o righteouſneſſe; who in their 
falting, prazers, almes , titles , robes,falutations , aimed at, 
onely the praiſc,and commendation of men, and therefore 
. Math.6.16. are by our Savior inſtly , and often taxed, and checked 
. for it, They had the reward that they ſought for , v:z.the 
raiſe of men, but they hadno rewarde, or approbation 
on GOD. In ſo much that Chriſt ſaith . 7 ſay vnto you 
Math. 5.20. except your righteouſneſſe exceed the righteouſneſſe of the 
ſcribes , and Pharaſies yee ſhall not enter into the kingdome 
of heauen. 

The pompe, and applauſe of the world is nothing els 
bur a yvapour,or fume ſooneconſumed,it is like a ferher toſt 
in the aire from month to mouth, then which nothing is 
more light, vaine , and inconſtant; and the brauery , and 
flaunting glory of the world is nothing elſe the an Idol, 8 

Pſal.73.,20- ayainet ing, yea lke vnto adreame wherewith for atime 
 aman doth delight himſelfe , whileſt that hee conceiuerh 
pu hopes of riches, honours , preferments,and renowne: 
ut when he waketh all his hopes periſh, and come to no- 
thing, | | 
Ok; But is it not lawful for aman to ſeeke to ſecke to ger 
a good name,credit, report , and eftimation amongſtmen, 
d when he hath once gotten it to maintaine, & _ it. 
OP EY or Anſ. Yes without queſtion_for whatſocuer things bee of 
netewe. good =_ if there bee any vertue , if there bee any praiſe wee 
erue a good nowft t 
name. romiſeth, and beftoweth ypon his children as a ſpeciall 
Phul, 4. bieſing that they may moderately ſeeke , and defire, but 
he promiſeth to honowr , yea , and honoureth them that ho- 
3.Sam. 2,30, nonr him, | 


The principall reaſon that muſt induce, and drawe vs 


herevnto, is, and muſt bee not our owne glory,burt that by - 


our meanes the Goſpel,and the name of Chriſt may be wel 
ipoken of; far the good name of Chriſtians is an ornament 


inke on theſe things . Secondly that which GOD' 
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and credit to the Goſpell. And vpon this ground Paul ex- 
horteth ſeruants to {ibieQion , fairhfulneſſe , and obedi- Tit-2 v, 
ence that they may adorne the doctrine of G OD their 
Sauiour in all things. 

Laſtly our Sauiour willeth,and exhorteth vs ſaying. Lee 
your light ſo ſhine befor: men that they may ſee your good Math. $.16, 
workes,and plorifie your father which is in heauen, Therefore 
it is lawfull to haue a diligent conſideration, loue, and 
care for a good name, for ſo much the Greeke worde 
xeyitiolet.yſed before Phil. 4. ver, 8. importeth , But here 
certaine rules are to bee obſerued, Firſt wee muſt be- Coen canti« 
ware that in no wiſe wee detraRt , and derogate ought ons, 
from the honour,and glorie of G OD (as the Papiſts Se 
who attribute , and aſcribe merite, ſatisfaction , andiuſ. * 
tification to AE _— _ inuentions, and not | 
to the grace of GOD onely, ) for then they that deſpiſe 
GOD Falbe deſpiſed ,and hes is ſo icalous od SEE —_— — 
of his owne honour that hee cannot abideit to bee gi- 
uen to any other: therefore wee mult in all things ear- 
neſtly ſee for the gloricof GOD onely, and not our 
owne, 

Secondly wee muſt refraine from all manner of finne, 
and wickednefle, for otherwiſe as one Flie doth corrupt and Fcclefi 10.1, 
canſe to ſtinke the oyntment of the e Apothecary : (o doth one 
finne, or vice obſcure, and eclipt his name that z in eſtima- 
ron, for wiſdome and for glovie. 

Thirdly we muſt repent vs of al our finnes, and we muſt Pap.to, 7 
practiſe iuſtice,and excellin good works, For then oxy me- Make 14,9, 
morall ſhalbe bleſſed, and then that which wee haue done, 
ſhalbe ſpoken of, and remembred with honour. 

Laſtly we muſt not delight in the oblique,or diſgrace of 
any,burt haue a ſpeciall regard to thinke, and ſpeake well path 7,2. 
ad For with what indgemet we indge,we ſhalbe indged. 

And this much touching the reſolutis of this doubt. 

Uſe.r.Seeing that the inordinate defire , and affeRation 
ofhumaine glorie, popular praiſe , and hunting after titles, 
and honour,doe euen in the beſt, ſometimes ſo-dimme and 


darken faith, and make them ſecure, and carelefle in Gods 
| dF ONS: T 


Math.6, 5. 
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matters , wee muſt not pleaſe our ſelues in, much leſſe dote 
on theſe outward , and vaine things , leaſt afterwards 
Dlal.49.20. beeing diſpoyled of them wee bee like the beafts that periſh, 

who Rode only vpon thele outward things, and fore-ſce 
no further, 

Uſe.2,We muſt firſt, and principally approue our hearts, 
waies and conſciences vnto GOD, and ſecke to bee in- 
Rom 2.29, Wardly holy & not outwardly only that owr praiſe may not 
bee of men but of God: for not hee that praiſeth hwmſelfe , (no 

nor whome men alwaies praiſe who may bee deceiued) 
2.Cor.10.18 * 9 allowed, but hee whome the Lord praiſeth, And Sc- 
* *_ condly when wee labourand endeuour to approoue our 
ſelues vnto men, and eſpeciallie to the true ſcryants of 

G OD,if they doepraiſe, and teſtifie well of vs , wee muſt 

not diſpiſe, and negle& their commendation and appro- 

bation, but take it as a fruite and effe& of our wel-doing; 

and albeit they giue no ſuch great report and commen- 

dation of vs , wee muſt bee content, and hold it ſufficient, 

2,Cor,1t.12, that GOD andour fanttified conſcience, teſtifieth, and 
—_— witneſſe of our Godly pureneſle, and weldoing. 

1.Cor,1.3. 
eAnd thus much of the foure cauſes, and occaſions 
of the Churches ſleepineſſe and 


ſecuritie, 


Thus wee ſee by the example of this Church in the (av- 
_ _ ticles ; as of diuers others, it is ſubicR, as to other ſinnes, 
n+ nan defe&ts and errours, ſo to a kinde of winking or ſlumber- 
" ingeuenin the good and proſperous eſtate of it . But in 
this place the Church was in no dead ſleepe, much leſſe 
had her faith extin&, fer ſhee diſcerned and rooke notice- 
of her infirmitie , which ſhee could hot otherwiſe haue 
done if thee had cither ſoundlie flept , or had wandered in 
darkeneſſe, Which beeing ſo,wee arc to make a two-fold 
vicofit. 
Vſe.1.Firſt wee muſt not for certaine defeRs,infirmities, 
wants,and ſome ſmall ſpottes and blemiſhes, either in dec- 
trine or diſcipline , much leſſe forlake, and denie the Church | 


Toh.t2.;5. 
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thar holdeth firmely and purely the foundation , Neither 


muſt wee for certaine ſpottes, balckneſle, defe&s and de- 
formities , doubt of much lefſe deſpaire of our owne e- 
Rate and faluation ſo long as our heart is right with God 
and wee are ſound in the faith of our Lord Icſus Chriſt. 
For Chriſt hath made a fatisfaftion to Gods juſtice for 
all our finnes, and there is no condemnarion to thoſe that 
are in Chriſt, in whome ſinne albeit it alwaies dwell, yet it 
neuer ſwaicth and raigneth.And as for finnes of ignorance; 


weakeneſle and infirmity the Lord pardoneth, and paſſerh | 


bythem in his ſownes and ſernants. 

And as a louing husband will not take away his loue 
from his wife, nor caſt her off for euerie fault and want, 
ſolong as ſhee keepeth her loue entirely , and ſincerely to 
him. So G OD will not caſt off his loue , nor forſake his 
Church or any particular member ofit, for ſpeciall wants 
and frailties in particular commandementes, ſo long as 
they by faith clezue ynto him, and generallic labour to 
pleaſe him, 

Vſe.2. Secondly ſeeing that ſleepineſſe,drowſineſſe,neg- 
ligence and ſecuritic inthe Church doth notpleaſe God, 
but offend him and cauſe his Maieſtie both by inward 
ſnibbes,yea and ſenſe of his indignation : and-alfo often- 
times by ſundry and feareſull .iudgements and thunder- 
claps ( eſpecially when it is growne-to any deadnefſe of 
heart and is hardly ſenhible of her decay and decline)doth 
labovr to rowſe and awaken them as hee hath of latter 
yeares this Ifland by clamor and (till triumpeting of his 
miniſters 3 by daungerous , and necre effecting of the 
Papiſts gunſhot ; ſhogging and ſhaking of the carth 
ynder vs, noyſe of the windes, and roaring and inundati- 
on of the waters, eclipting of zealein manie, and threa- 
tenings pronounced againſt vs for our abuſe, negle& 
and contempt of his holic Goſpell , that hee will ſend 
and bring vpon vs not a-famine of bread , but of Gods 
worde : wee all of vs'muſtrake knowledge thereof, re- 
pentof our finnes betime , fame our [e/nes beefore the de- 
eree come forth, mecte'the LORD in the waie, yea and 
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Pal. 2.22: ve the Sonne Chriſt Teſus , by true ſubieion , faith and 
Plal.4.12. bedience , leaſt hee be angry and ſs periſh in the way , when 
Gouernors of hes wrath ſball ſodainly burne, Let the Gouernors , Rulers 
che Church. and thoſe that haue the greateſt eminencie and authority 
in the Church looke dilligently to their charge for the re- 

mouall and redrefle of ignorance, error, Atheiſine and 

Popiſh ſuperſtition, and for the aduancement and counte- 

Paſforsand Nancing true Religion and vertuous liuing. Letthe Reuc- 
Preachers, rendPrelates and Paſtors of the Church, Miniſters, and 
Preachers of the word beware they do not Performe Gods 

worke negligently ; let them wiſely and couragiouſly ſpeake 

d and admoniſh the wicked of his way , left God require his 
Ezcchi. 33.8, blood at their hands. Let them keepe backe nothing bur 
At, 20. 26. ſhew vnto their people all the councell of God, that they may bee 
27. pure from the blood of all men, And let thempreach the word, 
be mſtant in ſeaſon ; and out of ſeaſon , improne, rebuke , ex= 

hore with all long ſuffering, and Doftrme. For the time 

will come when they will not ſuffer wholeſome Dottrine : 

but haxing their eares itching , ſhall after their owne luſts get 

aTim.z. 2. thema heape of teachers : And ſhall turne their eares from the 

3:4. truth , and ſhall be ginen wnto fables... 

Magiſtrates, Thirdly letthe ciuill Magiſtrates , whether Superiors or 
andciuill Ru- Inferiors defend and aſſiſt the Paſtors, and Miniſfers ,lette 
lers, them draw out the ſword of Iuſtice and cutte downe finne, 
lette them promote true religion , roote out crrour, and 

Idolatry, Let them execute Juſtice and judgement with- 

out reſpe& of perſons, let them ſpare, and defend the in- 

nocent, let them prouide for the wants of the poore,, let 

them ſhine as lights before the people by all godly & ver- 

tuous example , and finally let them, (as farre as their 

power and authoritie will extend) take order and do their 

indeauour that the people wwder them may lead a qui- 

1 Tim.2,2z, © ,41d a peaceable life in all godlines and honeſtie, Finally 
PINE let the people and ſubieRts feare and ſerue God, repent of 
copeene't'7* their finnes , honony their King , obey and be ſwbiett ro au= 
thoritie , lone and rewerence their Miniſters , ſubmitte them- 

ſclues to the word of GOD , and liue in brotherly /owe,5+ 
vritie , one with another, which GOD almightie graunt 


for 
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for leſus Chriſtes ſake eAmer. 


eAnd thus much of the (bhyrehes fault 
and infirmitie, 


2. SECTION, 
N Ow it followeth to ſpeake ofher confeſſion and ac- 


knowledgement of her ſlumbring and careleſnes , 

contained and couched in theſe wordes / ſleepe. From - 
whoſe example and praQtiſe weare taught without all de. Confeſſionof 
nying , ſuppreſſing, or leſſening our finnes, to make a ine. 
willing , and ingenuous confeſſion of them all unto allmigh- 

God; to the intent that God may forgiue, and forget 

em, and remoue or mittigate the cuills and puniſhments 
that they haue brought vppon vs. For further confirmati- 
on and illuſtration hereof ; we haue both commandement 
in Scripture, and alſo publike andpriuate excerciſe of it. 


"The Lord by the Prophet Hoſea ex _ the Iſralites ro Hoſea, x3. 


repentance preſcribeth them a ſer forme of repentance ſay- 
ing. Take vnts you words andrzrnetothe Lord and ſay: V-3+ 
Take away all iniquitie , and receive vs grationſly &c, ,, l 
eAſour ſhall not ſane vs &c. neither. will wee lay any 4 
more to the workes of our haxdes ( yee are ) onr Gods. 
Secondly when wee are exhorted to repent, and amend, 
wee are Withall exhorted to confefle our finnes, for con-< 
feſſion is as the Firſt, ſo a molt neceſſary part of repentance, 
Heere-yppon Job faith, if one ſay , 1 haue ſinned , and Iob.zz.37, 
peruerted righteouſnes and it did or profit me, Then God 
will deliucr his ſoule from going into the pitte, and his 
life ſhall ſee the light,” If wee confeſſe and forſakg our ſinnes, p,, .o . ; 
wee ſhall finde fawor. Againe , if wee acknowledge our ſomes, — © 
God is faithfull and Inſt , ( Viz. in his promiſe ) toforgine vs _ 
our ſinnes, and to clenſe vs from all vnrighteouſnes, Pub-Publike EL 
like examples wee haue in Nehemies making a large and'\ 5” fo 
mournefull confeſſion of his and the peoples | Few 6.7, y 
Secondly in Daxiel, who in the name, and behalfe of 


. the people maketh aconfeſſion of his and the peoples , and Dan, 9:5-67 
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confeſſeth that /uſtice belongeth unto Ged,, but ſhame and 

confuſion to them, &c. Thirdly of the Iſralites in /ſaiae 

his time, who all acknowledge themſelues to haue beene 

Iai,64.rerl.4 as yncleane thing, and their righteouſnes as a filthy rotten 
clout : and. of the people in Samwell the Prophets daies ; 

ISam,14T9 fgying, we have favned i aſſuming 15.4 King beſides all other 
nnes, Herevnto may bee annexed and referred the exam. 
Ianah.z.verl. plc of the Niniuites confeſſi ſinnes ynto God, and 
ark ; Ofthe people that came to /oh» the Baptiſt ro bee baptized 
Priv wa = 5. of him,confeſſing their /innes Viz: voluntarily and in a gene- 
" Gia. rall manner onely. Priuare praQtiſe, and preſidents hereof 
1 Exod, 21.8, wee haue in Daxid cenbileg and bewayling his folly -x 
numbering the people , his adultery in polluting Yrs his 

Pal, 51.3-4.5-wife, and his murder in caufingher innocent husband , & 
his good ſubieR, to be ſlaine in warre, Daxid before hee 

had confeſſed his finnes ( as appeareth ) could find no eaſe 

* day nornight but his bones conſumed , & he rearedal the day: 
Phl.z2.3.4, Þutas ſoone as hein. heart purpoſed to confeſſe againſt hims-. 
ſelfe his ſinnes unto the Lord, God forgane the puniſhment of 

*9e his fin, Likewiſe in fob who acknowledgeth himſelfe to be 

_ vilde before God, and that he cannot anſwer one word for 

| athouſand, Thirdly in-the Prodigallchilde, who confeſ. 
Luke.t5, ſed that he had ſwned againſt heawen and againſt God,and 
3% thathe was no more worthy to be called his fon. Fourth- 
Luke.19.13. ty of the contrite Publican, who would not {if vp his eyes to 
eauer, but (mote his breaſt ſaying God be mercyfull vnto me a 

Luke.5.8. ſinner. Fiftly in Peter that accknowledgeth him-ſelfe a fin- 
| full man,and of Pale that in regard he had bene a blaſphe- 

x Tim. zVerl. mer, a perſecutor, an oppreſlor, ( albcit ignorantly)confeſ- 

hol ſeth himſelfe ro be the greateſt amongſt ſinners, 
Pal.;1 The perſon to whome confeſſion is to bee made is firſt 
$I, 4 ws | 

roperly and- principally G O D;; for - og bim onely 
| 2s. wee finned, and done euill in his fight , hee alone- 
knoweth all our ſinnes, and he alonepardoneth and m_ 
ueth all our finnes and that for his ownenames ſake, and for 
his Chriſt his fake,merites, ſuffering , and mediation... And 
thereforc it is folly,vanitie, ſuperſtition, yea bondage and 


impoſſibilitie , ro make.confeſſion of al our mortal ſins to a 
Pricſk; 
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Prieſt ( as'the Papiſts make ſhew of, and require in their 


care confeſſion.) no commandement, nopraRiſe, no cx= 
ample , hereofis cxtant.in the ſacred Scriptures , and it be= 
gan not to be vrged vntil 800. yeares after Chriſt, Second- 
ly David and others —— , and receiued remiſſion of 
finnes without confeſling their finnes inparticuler to any 
man Pſal. 32.2. Sam. 12.12. | 
Cb. Butis it lawfull, & conucnient ſome times, and i 
ſome caſe to confeſle our finnes to our Paſtor , Miniſter, or 
Chriſtian brother? 
An, Yes, for Lames willech men to confeſſe their ſinnes one 
to another, and this priuate confeſſion is to be made nor of 198-5 
all knowne finnes , but onely of that ſinne whichtroublerh 
and vexeth the conſcience; or of that whereby our neigh- 
bour is annoyed, 'and wronged. And that in wer 
firſt when-caſe and comfort is ſought for in trouble of 
conſcience, and here before confelfon be made, no helpe Priuate con- 
can'bee obtained : For as the Phiſition muſt know the di- fefl16 tomen, 
ſeaſe before hee can apply the remedie , euen ſorhe Mini- when laviall 
ſter, or brother cannot comfort, or councell the diſtreſ- 
ſed, before that he hath diſcouered his griefe, And here-_ 
inthe perſons to whome confeſſion is to be made are cf- 16.go.q. 
pecially the faithfull Miniſters and Paſtors , who for their ; 
callings , guifts, and experience, are of all men moſt apt 
and able to direR, informe, and comfort the troubled con- 
ſcience. And thus David confeſſed his finne to Nathav 
and the people to Samwell he hath bene before touched, 
Secondly wee are to confefſe our finnes to our neigh- 
bour whome wee haue — , or offended by word 
or deed; that wee may giue ſome fſatisfaQtion to him, 
and pacific his _ and diſpleaſure , and fo bee re- 
conciled to him, In this caſe CHRIST preferreth ; 
reconciliation to ſacrifize, and would haue vs firft be recon- ———. | 
ciled to our brother , and then offer the gift that wee left at ” 
he aAltar. | « 
Reaſons further to moue, induce, andperſwade vs (in 
the godly ſorrow & contrition of our hearts)to make con- 
10n of al our knownc fins ynto God, are ſpecially theſe, 
E 2 | 
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» 2Sam. 12.13, 
I Sam. 13.19. 
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x Reaſon. Firſt hereby we gize glory vnto God and luſtifie him in his 


Jo,12.27» wordand corrections , who the more we debaſe our ſeclues 


Tohn,9.24. þ 


Plal. 51.4. efore him ( in reſpe& of our ſinnes) the more we _ 


God, from whome nothing is hid, and the more vile , and 
»» baſe that we are in our owne eyes the more pretious and 
» glorious in Gods; and when wee thinke and confeſle that 
z» We arc loſt in our ſclues wee are found ofhim, The ſecond 

reaſon is, becauſe vnlefſe wee confeſle our ſinnes before 

God, wee can finde no eaſe of them, but they will more 
ainc and torment vs. The ſtomacke that is ouercharged 
A ſimilitude. with ſome vndiſgeſted meares that doth annoy it, or with 
Rheume or Flegme is eaſed by a vomit : euen ſo the ſoule 
that is burdened with finne is eaſed and relicued by con- 
feſſion, and accuſation ofir ſelfe, ES 
Thirdly without confeſſion, there is not, nor cannot 
bee any true repentance”, for it is a partofit, yea the 
ate, dore, and foundation of it, and ifthe heart bee 
Coty, contrite, godly ſorrowfull, it cannot but manifeſt, 
and diſcouer it ſelfe by the confeſſion of the mouth 
which ſpeakerth ont of the by para of the heart. 
The laſt reaſon is becauſe without confeſſion of all our 
knowne finnes into GOD, there is no remiſſion of 
Prou. £8, ver, finnes. For hee that hideth his ſinnes ſhall nexer proſper , 
and the more wee hide them , the ſooner, and more ſo« 
A'Gmilitude, dainely will they iflue forth ro our ſhame and confu- 
: ſion, like as the waters the more they are dam'ed vppe, 
the more violently will they breake forth. Daxzid be- 
3 Sam. 12.12, fore hee confeſſed his finnes , hee found not pardon. 
And vppon his confeſſion hee was immediately pardo- 
ned, 
—_ Seeing thar confeſſion of finne, is ſo neceſſary, & that it 
Jo-I. is not ſoeafic a matter to finde out all our finnes, we muſt 
not onely try & examine our deedes , words, and thoughts 
by the fricke and ftraight line and rule of Gods lawe, 
which is the diſcouerer,and reucaler of finne ; but becauſe 
our knowledge is vnperfe&,and wee blinde,and partiall in 
ourowne caſes, we muſt be content to haue our finnes ript 
x Cor. 14-25, yp and laid open by publike doctrine , and preaching pane 
AP 1ndure 


Pal.z2.5. 
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indure it albeit, it neuer ſo much gall, wound, and ſhame 

vs:and alſo admitte and allow of priuate, and brotherly 

admonition, For all theſe arc holy, & the ordinary meanes 

ordained and ſantified of God for our humiliation, repen- 

tance and recouery, which whoſocuer negleReth contem- 

neth,or refuſeth, hee can neuer truly come to the know- 

ledge and conſcience of finne , much leſle repent of it, and 

ſo be ſaued, 

Secondly wee muſt not onely confefle thoſe our finnes | 
vnto God , that are more enormous, and haynous & theſe V/e- 2, 
that are many times odious before men;bur alſo our ſecret, 
and particular corruptions , faultes , blottes, weakenefles, 
infirmities,yea and alſo fines of omiſſion , and negleR eſ- 
pecially of prayer,praiſe, thankeſ7ining vnto God, And we 
muſt haue a true touch and godly ſorrow for them : for the 
leaſt ſinne init owne nature beeing committed againſt the 
good and infinite maieſtie of God, and his vndefiled law _ 6. 
deſerueth death. Thus Daxid deſureth pardon of the ſinnes Brl.s. Kg ws 
of his youth, yea of bis unknowne fins, Thus Iob offered burnt Iob,, F | 
offerings for his children euery day fearing leaſt his ſownes 
had ſinned , and had, blaſphemed God in their hearts, Thus 
Paule was afflicted and troubled inhim-ſelfe for his origi- Rom.7. verl. 
nall finne, crying out, and ſaying. O miſerable man that 1 *** 
am , who ſhall deliner me from this body of death? Daxid ha- 
uing onely ypon extraordinary aduantage, and occaſion * 541m, 24, Ge 
cutte of the lappe of Sauls garment , was troubled in his heart. 

He alſo confeſſeth his blindnes & — Gods mat- 7/2119. 18, 
ters, The Church of God in //aias his time doth acknow- 

ledge that whereas they erred from Gods waies, & that their 11hi.63.17. 
hearts were hardened from his feare, it came for their vn- 
thankefullnes , .& that God in juſtice was the author of it. 

Laſtly when they omit good duties to God or men, or faile 

in the manner,and meaſure of them, they.make confeſſion 

of it,we hae failed + we haxe rebelled, &c, Andin another Lam.3. 42, 
place : all this plague is come ypon vs,as itis written in the 

law of Moſes, yet made we not our praiers before the Lord owy 2999-13 
God,&c, And of this we muſt haue a care to repent, becauſe ,, 
' by leauing our duty IR” #5, wee oftacr offend, - 

To 3 » con 


Pll.130.3, 


Gal.3,10, 


Rom $,vcr, 


Row. Fol9. 


' miſhon an 


30 The Churches ſecurztze. 


then by finnes committed : and if GOD ſhould require 
it at our handes , the ſmalleſt finne of omiſhon ir 
is enough to condemne vs. And therefore Dawid faith 
if thou O Lord ftraitly markeſt iniquitie, who ſhallſtand ? And 
ay_ , curſed is enery man that continueth not in all things 
which are written in the books of the law to doe them , And 
here is a notable rouchſtone whereby the children of 
God are diſcerned, and diſtinguiſhed from all reprobates 
whatſocuer , The > that but now and then) 
are touched with, and make confeſſion of fome great , and 
notorious ſinne,as wee haue examples in Phayas, in Caine, 
in /n4as, But for their ſmaller ſinnes, particular infirmi- 
ties and finnes of omiſſion, they haue no touch , ſenſe and 
feeling at all , Contrariwiſe the cle, and regenerate of 
God, doe cuen grone and ſigh. vnder the "97 0, of theſe 
leſſer ſinnes,they make akon of them,and defire to be 
eaſed, and lightned of them, for they know that hereby 
they offend G O D, which they would in no wiſe doe,and 
therefore Pax! ſaith , che goo1 thing which I woul1 I doe not, 
but the exill thing which | would not doe that doe I: ſo that 
here hee is grieued for his particular ſinnes both of com- 

. aur" "Pr leauing of good vnperfourmed. 
end thus much of confeſſion and the 

vſes thereof. 


_—_—_—— 


' THE THIRD SECTION. 


But mine heart waketh, 


Auing ſpoken ofthe Churches flumber and ſecuritie, 
H wherein her infirmitie, and weakenefle appeared : it 
followeth that now I propound, and apply the Antidote or 
remedy contained in thele words . Bat mine heart waketh. 
T he heart here, which is —_ the _ beck fark 
of life and motion, principally and proper ificth,feith, 
whereby the Church ke drowſineſſe ,and ſlumber. 


ing ſccuritie , waked, thatis laid true hold of Chriſt , and 
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ſeffered nor her delight in him to yaniſh . Some ſhadowe 
and reſemblance hereof wee may ſee , and obſerue innatu- 
rall ſteepe, wherein the outward ſenſes reſt , and ceaſe 

working , bur yet the phantafis or imagining part is 

commonly. in a&tion and motion, Euen fo a true iuſti- 

fying faith : albeit it bee fora time obſcured and the ex- 

ternall ations of it appeare not, nor are felt and diſcer- 

ned ; yet the ſeede,roote , and foundation of it alwaies, re- 

maineth and abideth ;- This beeing ſo , I from the autho- 
ritie of this place , Father this doctrine , and conclufian 

viz :that, dofirine, That the faith, and other fauing gra- 

ces that proceede from it and accompany it; neither faile, 

nor are wholy , and-ftnally loſt.in the children of GOD,. 
no not.in the greateſt remprations, falls and decaies that can 
poſſibly happen: vnto them, bur it ſhall reuiue , and bee in. 
time xecouered,and confirmed, | 

The ſeede of eternall life may for a time bee hidden 
in them, andnot ſhewe forth it ſelfe,yer it abideth in theme. PER 
The fire of the ſpirit of GOD may bce copled yea and has 
couered in them, but it is neuer extin#, The ſhining ,, 
Sunne of righteouſneſle by reaſon of the interpoſition of ,,, 
the earth betweene them andit. , may bee eclipted, bur, 
yet it neuer departeth out of the firmament of their heart. 
They may ſceme. for the time to bee dead trees withour 
_ or fruite, but they retaine ſappeof grace in their 

cart'; 

They fa ny may ſeeme to:themſeclues, and to 0- 
thers, to bee bur droſſe, yet they are before G OD veſſels 
of ſiluer and _ They may eſteeme themſclues in the- 
time of diftreſle , bare, yea bankerupt; and yet notwith- 
ſtanding haue, and retaine in their hearts, the precious 
margante, and pearle of the grace of G O'D;yeaand Chriſt - 
himfelfe the treaſure of eternall life. They like the two 


the ſcriptures 2yea , and communicate, and conferre with Luk. 24.14«. 
Chriſt himſelfe , and yer. their ſpirituall eyes-for a time 35:8 
may bee fo holden that they cannot knowe him. They 

may. concciue Chriſt in their heartes , and yet now , and 
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then, not perceiue the motion of this heauenly Embrio, 
Laſtly they may bee caſt into a ſwound, or traunce , in ſo 
much that no ſpirituall breath can be diſcerned in them, & 
yet hauc /ife and heate at the heart, 
That the truth, & ſoundnes of this concluſion, Vsz. that 
Gods ſpirit,the gift of faith , and ſauing grace in the true 
members of the Church , can neuer periſh or bee vtrerly 
loſt, butin time bee reuiued , may more manifeſtly and 
euidently appeare, theſe Scriptures Glowing mult be hec- 
ded and attended, ; 
Hee that .drinketh of the water that I ſhall gine him ſhall 
Toh.4 rer. 14. be never more « thirſt, nay I ſhal be in him awel of water ſprin= 
ge vp to eternall life , therefore it cannot be dried vp,for ir 
pringeth continually , & ceaſeth not, vntil it hath brought 
1 Tohn.z.9, himto cuerlaſting life. Whoſoener is born of God ſinneth not, 
id eſt doth not commit that finne againſt theholy Ghoſt, 
no nor other ſinne with delight, and continuance; for his 
Luke,22-31, ' ſeed abideth in him, Simon, Simon, Sathan hath deſired you 
3 i. ro winnow you as wheat, Viz, that paſſeth through the rid- 
dle , the chaffe remaining. ButTI haue praied for thee that 
"PR thy faith faile not, yea hee liucth alwaies to make inter- 
72%  celſiontoGod for the Church, But Chriſt his prayer is al- 
waics heard, 
Ioh,r1.43. Theirloue to-God, to his word, .to his Children isne- 
uer loſt, for much water cannot quenche loue,neither can the 
Cant.8.,75, flords drowne it loue doth nener fall away , & no maruaile ſee= / 
2 Cor.tz. ing it. isa roote and foundation, The calling and gifts of * 
.| Epbef. 2:17. Cod are without repentance , that is the inward calling of 
11:29 God, and his graces that concerne ſaluation are conſtant, 
& neuer (wholy ) taken away;for as God is vnchangeable, 
Mal,z.6, ſo arc his gifts anddecrees. God hath vnto the Gentiles 
.AR,11,18, granted repentance wxro life,ifeternal life be the effeR,and 
conſequence of it,it can neuer be loſt : I ſaith the Lord will 
Jer.3.1.34 forgine their iniquitie , & will remember their /innes no more. 
Therefore they can neuer dye out of Gods fauour,nor bee 
depriucd of x grace of iuſtification , whoſe ſinnes ſhall 
Plal,r,zg., neuecrbee charged vypponthem, They are alwaies greene 
oliues before God,their leaues, that is to ſay,their ſanRifi- 
: cation 
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< cation neuer fadeth, rhe continue in the Apoſiles doitrine, 2.Tim.1.19- 
o and in the fellonſhip of the Church ; their eleQion is a ſure 

SC foundation and certaine, they are rooted, and grounded ca1.z,,,6. 


in the faith : And laſtly as their perſons can never periſh, 
bur ſhall be ſaued, fo So" amal] 7 cannot their gifts and 
graces that arc the meanes to bring them to eternall life, 
Touchin 4 their perſons and ſo their faith, they are ſealed to 
the day of redemption, their names are writt& in the booke 1h, r 4,3. 
of life,the gates of hell cannot preuaile agiMthem , Chriſt Rom.s.z 8* 
loueth themto the end and nothing can ſeperate them Toh. 10,ve.z8 
from the loue of God , they are giuen of God to Chriſt to | 
be ſaned,and none can take them out of his hands,and(to con- * -Pet.I. Fo 
clude)they are kept bythe power of G O D throwgh faith vnto 
ſaluation. 
And ifhumaine teſtimonies , and thoſe of moſt excelent 
and ancient diuines be to be reſpeRted,when the ſcriptures 
be ſo plaine andplentifull, then amongſt many others the 
judgement of that moſt 1udicious father Saint Auguſtine is 
molt notable, who ſaith horum fides que per diledionem = 
peratur,profetto aut omnino non deficit aut fiqui ſunt quorum 
fides dficit , reparatur antequam vita ifta finitur. de correpti= 
one et gratia cap. 7. Their faith which workerth by loue ci- 
ther neuer faileth at all,or if it do faile in any , it is repaired 
againe before thelife be ended. | 
Obi. Saul, Simon Mage, Tndu, Himenens, and Alexan- 
der, fell away from faith, made ſhipwrack of it, and a good 
c6ſcience,andloſt the ſpirit and grace of GOD, therefore 
the ele may wholy looſe their faith, and the ſpirit of 
regeneration, 
- Anſwer , The argument or conſequence followeth 
not; theſe were neucreleed nor euer truly juſt, or righ- 
teous before GOD. Sau/ was an hipocrite, perſecuted 
Daxid , and died fearefully : Judas was the childe 
of perdition, and in his beſteſtate hee was but atheecſe, 
and an hipocrite Sworn HMagns his hart was not right in 
the fight of God howſoeuer he was other wiſe deemed, and 
eſtcemed before men, Andas for Fymenexs,and Phuletws , . - 
they ncuer;had true thing faith which neucr Gab __ 
$3343.74 . DUC 


Epb.4.ver.30., 
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\ but only an hiſtoricall,or temporary faith which hipocrites 
may haue,and which in time of temptation fadeth,and fal- 
leth away. 

Queſ.But how far forth may,and ſometimes do the eleR 
and regenerate looſe faith,grace, and the ſpirit of God? 

An.Firſt they , notwithſtanding that their adoption and 
intereſt to cternal life remaineth firme,& ſure ;yerby their 

hs ;, fins do & may. looſe F inward feeling of Gods fauour,ge be 
* * left tothemſees for atime,in their troubles & atflitions, 
Secondly vntill they repent of their ſinnes they feele nor,, 
nor finde in themſclues the outward-att and cfteRs of im« 
puted grace. Thirdly touching inward and inherent grace, 
albeit the ſecde, and habirc of it cannot bee loſt by reaſon 
of confirming & ſucceeding grace, yet the outward worke 
and apprehenſion of it may for atime ceaſe and be ſuſpen-. 
ded as wee hauc examples in David, ſob, Anna,Ezechias, 
and others, 

Qzeſ. In themoſt greeuous , andextreame aſſaults and 
temptations of the children of God, what grace of God re 
maineth inthem ſo , as that they , andothers of ſincere or- 
thodoxe iudgement may bee kept from diſpaire,and con- 
ceiue good hope that they remaine in Gods fauour ? 

An Theſe following;the loue of God, ofhis Son Chriſt, 
ofhis word, and of all his.children in generall , For the 
neuer hate God, hate Chriſt, hate his word hare his chil. 
dren , but loue and like them, Secondly they thinke , and 
ſpeake oft of God ,and his waies., defire to bee reconciled 
vnto him, Thirdly they pray vnto God, which though 
they cannot doe p hors in feeling, yetthey.doitin fairly 
enddedia faith without feeling is moreprecious, and more 
hi phly eſteemed with God then faith with feeling , for it 
wholic and ſimply relieth vpon God and his word, And 
herein as they bee bleſſed that belecue, and ſee not, ſo(vn- 
doubredly ) they are moſt happy that truſt in, and depend 
vpon God y{for the preſent)haue no —_— . Laſtly they 
geioyce,& tinde maruclous contentment when they know 

,» Or heare of the goodeſtate and proſperity of the church 
,, 40 general,or any member, or part of: it. in particular _ 
: W 
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when it goeth il! either with the Church or any member © 
thereof,they vpon the notice thereof mourne, greiue , la. 
ment; And this argueth that they cuen inthe night,cloude, , 
& tempeſt of their preſent affliction are liuely , and feeling 
members of the Church of God , becauſe they haue a ſpm- 
pathy , and ſuch amutuall compaſſion ; and this point,that 
_= - _ confirmeth , and ſtriketh it ( as wee vie to 
raſc it ) dead ; if one member ſuffer all ſuffer with it jf one 
ow be hadin honour all the faxar fo _ with of Cort 4.0% 
Owe. But God is an holie God,an hater,and a puniſher of 
F- finne,one that requireth truth in the inward partes,& that 
we walke before him, and beperfe@, how then will hee or 
can hee, beare with ſuch want of fecling , ſo many com- 
| — ſo many defeQts,corruptions and wants in his chil- 
en? 
Av, The Godly are better within then without & GOD 1,Sam.16.7 - 
requireth the heart more then the worke , man /ooketh on 
the outward appearance , but the Lord beholdeth the heart, Mat. 12,v.z0 
A broken heart is an acceptable ſacrifice vnto him, If our 
faith be but as the graime of muſtard ſrede, yea as ſmoaking 
flaxe which for the preſent can neither yeeld light nor 
heate, yea and weake, like a bruiſed reed,if it can but touch 
the hemne of Chriſt his garment, yet ifit be ſound, hauing 
onely God, Chriſt and the promiſes of the Goſpell for 
the obie&, and it doe growe and encreaſe , it is accepted 
with GOD for a perfe& faith and is ſufficient for ſal- 
uation, | ae 
Secondly Godis a moſt indulgent , and louing Father "10-35%" 
to his children looking onely vnto, and accepting the bet- " 
ter part in them which is his owne worke , and paſſing by 
and pardoning their defe&s , finnes and imperteCtions as Plal.z2,1,27 * 
though they were not at all; and therefore they are bleſ= Rom.8, 33,34 
ſed ber aſe their ſinnes de not imputed and GOD iuſtifieth 
—_— ſhall _ _ _—— RE Similitudes 
And as wee reſpe&an e of corne, it the grea- 
ter _ bee chaffe ) for rs, and a. forthe j 41 
and giue it the denomination of corne , and as wee 
eſtecme a mountaine , or mine of Gold , or Silver 
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(though vnwrought , and vnrefined ) for the gold, or fil. 
uer and not for the drofle,and for the more precious parte 
cal it gold or filuer:Euen ſo our heauenly Father accepteth 
& regarderh his children for their better partes;of faith,and 
ſan&ification,and taketh no notice of their faultes,and de. 
fets ( albeit they bee farre more in number then their 
virtues.) 

Vſe.1. Firſt this doctrine of the perpetuity,and continu- 
ancc of grace in Gods children ſeructh to checke and con. 
demne that falſe, and comfortlefle doctrine of the Romiſh 
Synagogue,who holdeth and maintaineth and that by the 
cannons of the 7 rid:ntine councel, vow moods infidelitate per 


TrMent Con. 74 Ot ipſa fides amittitur . ſed etiam quocung, alio mortali 
cilſe{.6.ca, 15 P*ecato acceptans iuſt:ifications > amitts et ommes qui 


lethalia committant peccata a ( hriſt: gratra ſeper:ntur That 
the grace of Iuſtification recciued is loſt not onely by 
vnbelecfe by which faith it ſelfe is loſt , but alſo by any o- 
ther mortal! finne, and they that commit deadly ſinnes are 
ſeperated from the grace of Chriſt , which vile doQtrine(as 
before hath beene prooued-) is the breake-necke of faith 
dire&ly againſt the word of God. 

Uſe.2. Secondly it ſerueth for the conſolation and re- 


uiuing of the afflifted conſcience of Gods children, for be. 


Hofe,6,v,r.2, 
. fallſpe fhallriſe , and when ſhee ſhall ſit in dark, neſſe the Lord 


Micagp.y.$, 


Rom. 11, *23 


os the eſtate of grace they can neuer bee depriued of - 
it, but,God that hath begunne the good worke will finiſh 
it, hee that hath wounded the ( hurch will heale it though hee 


will bee alight vnto them, and therefore let no man for his 
owne,or any of Gods ſeruants temprations , fals, and frail- 
ties,defpaire cither ofhis owne,or any other mans reſtitu- 
tion, aud ſaluation ; for God ts able to reſtore them, yea and 
willreſtore and perfe&tthem. 

Yſe.3.Secing that in eucry greſuous tempration, wee 
ſuffer much lofſe , cither by abating and remitting of our 
faith, our z.cale,our hope,our Joue, our ſtrength, our ioye, 
feeling ; or els by falling into ſome groſle and greiuous ac-; 
tuall finne,as did Noab, Lot,Danid, Solommn, Excchias,Pee, 


ter &'c, Wee nuſt labour by all good, and holy meanes to, 
; Y paire 
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repaire our. decaies, and recouer ourlofſes, Wemuſt nou.” 
riſh the ſpitit of God, by propheſie , praier &c. cheriſhour * 
lampes with the oile of faith. Ifour ners bee broken wee * 
muſt with [ames and [ohy mend them,if our-wedding gat- 
ment bee rent or torne wee muſt repaire it. Andas in 
Paxlr nauigation when through the feare of death, and Os 
through an exceeding tempeſt , and for that the ſunneahd ** 27 
ſtarres in many daies appeared not , the 9ariners , and ſonl- 
diers for foureteene daies had no appetite to their meat, or 
did any thing ar all; yet at laſt,beeing comforted and reui- 
ued by Paxl, they didat his exhortation, forthe ſafegard 
of their lives take foode : euen 15, if through the tempetts 
oftemprations , wee haue, longer then it was meete either 
abltained from , nor had any appetite to ſpirituall foode,ir 
is time (before we famiſh) co receiue it and to recouer our 
appetite, | 

If with the Church of Epheſizs we haue loſt our firſt loue, | 
we muſt repent, and conſider from whence wee are fallen, *P*:2435+ 
and doe the firſt workes; if with the Church of Sardis wee + - 
haue aname that wee lixe and yet are dead wee muſt awaken AP. fo2- 
and ſrengthen the things that remgine that are readie to die. a £0c-3216, 
If with- the Church of Laodicea wee by reaſon of eaſe and xg. 
proſperitie grow luhe-warme,and are neither cold nor hote,we 
muſt bee z2calous and amend, 

' Laſtly, ifour finnes have wounded vs , andleft vs halfe 
dead as the theeues and robbers did the man that fellinto, 11 
their hands betweene Jericho and [ernſalem ;weemuſtin 40 4 _ 
the Inne of the Church entreate, and procure the good : 
Samaritane Chriſt Ieius to powre wine andoile into our 
wounds,and to take charge of vs and heale vs;ſo ſhall wee : 
bee in ſatu quo prize , yea and ourlatter end'wilbe more 
glorious Ts comfortable then our beginning. 

eAvd thus much of this point viz. that ſauing grace 
in the eleit newer faileth, 


3 THE 


ESY-< 
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THE FOVRTH SECTION, 


Ve mine &c, Here the Church findeth and feeleth 

grace in her heart,& by faitti layerh hold on Chriſt,ſo 
that notwithſtanding, that her temptation had in part pre- 
uailed, yer ſhee before the extremitic , and bitterneſle of ic 
came; profeſſeth and affureth herſelfe and others that her 
Faith was 'vntainted,and her heart ſound with G OD. Her 
walls and outward buildings were ſomewhat crazed , and 
battered, but the ſtrong le of her faith in Chriſt vn- 
touched. From this her confeſſhon wee learne co our 
comfort that the ele, and Saints of GOD (of whome 


2 en alone his Catholike Church doth confift ) are (except 


fayour and 


onelic in the greene blade , and infancie ofthe Church or 


theireleRiog, in the night 'and tempeſt of ſome great tempration ) per- 


Rom.$,15. 


Epheſ.3,12. 


2,Cor. I 3* Fo 


ſwaded and aſſured in their owne jconſciences by Gods 
ſpirit that they are in the ſtare of grace , and ſaluation,and 

all neuerfall away from it. | 
Now that we maybe aſſured that wee haue faith in our 
hearts, and fo are in fauour with GOD, wee hauc moſt 
plaine, and. pregnant places of holy ſcriptures to prooue 
it, God hath ſent forth the ſpirit ofhis*Sonne into your 
hearts whereby wee cry eAbba father , wee hawe receined 
the ſpirit of eAdoption, by wee cry abba father , the ſame 
ſpirit beareth witneſſe with our ſpirit ,that wee are the chil- 
of G O D. But this witneſſe is not conieQurall bur 


maſt.certaine ; for the ſpirit can neuer bee deceived, - 


therefore vadoubtedlie they knewe that they were 
'Sonnes, | 
Thirdly by the fpirit' wee haue boldnefſe a»d ente- 
rance with confidence by faith in bim , for the ſpirit expel- 
leth allfeare, that is all doubtfulneſſe and miſtruſt , Prooxe 
your: ſelnes whether that you-are in the faith , examine 
your ſelues , know yee not your owne ſelnes howe that 


od 
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TESVS CHRIST « in you except you be reprobates. 1... 
Now CHRIST was in them bon won and. ili a2 7. 
faith , a»d wot by his power and miracles only , as Bellarmine | 
would haue it , for by this faith men liue ia Chriſt, yealiue | 
for euer, 1.loh.2.ve.20 

Bur you knowe the ſpirit for hee dwelleth:with you, 
and ſhall bee .in you : therefore. if wee know the fpirit 
to beein vs, wee muſt needs know our faith» and iuf- 
tification: that proceedeth thence, Yee have anoint- Dan.7.24. 
ment from him that is holy and knowes all things, 
Here the Apolile alludeth vnto the old figures of the law, 
and the ointments where-with the Prieſts were annoivted: 
and ſpecially the high. Prieſt a figure of Chriſt, who is i=. 
led by the name of meffias,or anointed. New the anointing 
of Prieſts. and Kings in the old teſtament was repreſenta. 
tion of the gifts of the holy Ghoſt, and this is 44 cauſe toh 
why the holy Ghoſt is. here, and elſe where named 3e/0pa '* 30s 
oroinrment,and the ſenſe is:that. the true belecuers havin Toh by 
the holy Ghoſt, know egy tofaluation)anc - Cn wg gr My 
by his power.preſcuer in faith, ergo they alſo know. that 496, 
7 are in Gods grace and fauour, And againe we know 
that wee are tranſlated from death to life becauſe wee loxe the 
brethren. Hereby we know. that we dwell rr hims and hes in vs 
becauſe he hath ginen vs of his. ſpirit, Hethat beleeneth in the 
ſonne of God hath the witnes of God in himſelfe, . Now this is 
not a doubting, or conieCturall m—_—_— but-an holy 
perſwafion. wrought in Paxlr, and ſo-inall ourhearts by Rom.8.;$;29. 
the holy Ghoſt, 
IT hnow my redeemer lineth ( ſaith Iob; )and that 1 ſhallſee God 
in my fleſ>,and mine : ies ſhall behold him and none other forme 
Laſtly(to be breife)I'wil conclude with that of Pani;] ans 
per ſwaded that neither death, norlife vor Angels, nor princi= 
| nor powers yor things pr eſent , or things 10come, nor 

;gth,vor depth,vor any other creature ſpal beable to ſeparate 

vs from the loneof God , which is in Chrift loſusour Lord; 
But leaft any. man ſhould obieR that: this perſwaſfion 
was proper onely. to Saint ;Pawle, and: that hee had-it 
by ſome: ſpeciall reuclation. - for: the apr — 


= 


Rom.g.5 


2,Tim.4$ 


Similitudes 8 
compariſons, 
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Anſ. Wee muſt note that the ground of his perſwafion, 
viz: the lone of God in (hriſt Icſ#s is coramon to all the 
fairhfull, for ir 5 ſhed in all their hearts , And Paulin ano- 
ther place ,maketh the aſſurance of ſaluation common to 
him with all the faithfull, ſaying , there « /aid vp for mee a 
Crowne of righteonſneſſe , and not to mee onely, but unto all 
them alſs which lone hs appearing , albeit ſome haue it in 
greater meaſure then others. 

And thatthis do&trine may bee the more eaſily concei- 
ued of vs; I will explaine and make itlightſome by ſome 
familier compariſons 'and ſimilitudes, Can a man carry 
fire in his hand,and not feele it,and can a man containe the 
holy flame of Gods gracein his heart,and not diſcerne it? 
Can a woman be wedded to an husband and not know it? 
And can wee be conioyned to Chriſt, yea and ingrafted in- 


tohim, and not perceiue it ? Can a man buy, and poſleſſe 


2:Toh. 2.10, 


Luk. 24,y+32. 


Cant. 3-6, 
Apoc, 3.20, 


a precious pearle,and arich treaſure, and yer bee ignorant 
of it, and can the Church by faith buy , and apprehend 
Chriſt,and not be aware of it?Can a man doubt ofche ar= 
ments wherewith he is cloathed, and can the Church cloa- 
thed with the ſonne of righteouſnefſe ncuer ſee nor ob- 
ſcrue it? Can the ele( the ſriends of God) know all things 
needfull for their ſaluation dy rcuelation from him, and 
ſhall they erre and be ignorant in the knowledge,and cer- 
taintie of their owne iuſtification , and ſaluation ? Can the 
ſenſe bee deceiued about his proper obie&? And can all 
fpirituall ſenſes faile , and beguile vs? Can hee dwell in vs, 
and we not ſee him? Can hee dwell in vs ,, and wee neuer 
feele him? Can he ſpeake peace to our ſoules and cauſe our 
hearts to burne within vs,and we not heare him ? Can hee 
feede vs with the hony wine, ſprees, fatlings,and delicates,and 
wee haue notaſt, and reliſh of them? Can Chriſt perfume 
his ſpouſe with mvirrbe.and incenſe and with all the powder 
of the merchant, and ſhee nor ſmell it? Can Chriſt lodge 
and lic with vs,and we with him,& neuer ſpiritually touch 
him? Finally ſhall the Church and muſt ſhee reioyce that 
her name is writteiiin' heauen , and yet haue no certaintie 


of it? Wherefore this dodtrine of the afſurance of faith,and' 


, 
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of the grace of God is certaine , infallible , and never 
faileth, But before wee can attaine vnto this certaine- 

of faith , and ſaving grace, wee muſt diligently M 

and reuerently heare Gods word, know it, andour finnes ,,. = _ 
by it, be truly humbled by it,diſpaire of our owne abilitic; rance, © 
aſcent, ard {ibſcribe vnto the Golpell ; hope and defire 
pardon , hunger and thirſt after grace, craue pardon of our 
finnes, and particularly apply vnto our ſelues the promiſes 
of inercy , and ſaluation made vnto ys inthe Gofpell , and 
continue herein, and then in proceſle of time after /ong , 6... .6 
ſence, obſernation , and long experience of Go's favor ani * © * 
lone Pſal.23.6.Yeaafter that we haue bene long excerciſed 


- in temptations , and bene old beaten ſoldrers in Chriſts bat- z,Timiq, 7,8, 


taile wee ſhall attaine vnto this fulneſſe, and firmneſle 
of faith, | = 
By this doctrine is confuted and ouerthrowne that er- Yer, 

roneous and deſperate doctrine of the Romiſh Synagogue, 

who albeit they teach that men may.by their workes merite 

faluation , and fatisfie Gods iuſtice , yet they contradi& 
themſelues (which is proper to Babel/the mother of con- 

fuſion) and confidently hold and teach, that no man can 

be certaine of his faluation in this life by an ordinary and 

ſpeciall faith , but onely by extraordinary reuelation and 

hope, which hope miniftreth (as they ſay ) but » conieQu- 

rall certaintie. If this their poſition were true, how could © 

euer /ob in his extremitics hw comforted himſelfe in the © 
vndoubted hope of his refurre&tion to eternall glory, < 

Would euer Moſes haue forſaken Phayasbs court , and the 

glory, pleaſure, and preferments of it , ifhe had not had an Heb, 11.25. 
eye vnto,yea an afſurance of the recompence of therewardin 

the life to come ? would Aaraher that had beene brought 

with Herod the Tetrarch ſo debaſed and ſubieed him- ARs.1z. 1, 2, 

ſelfe to ſo much enuie, and fo many perils, and dangers by 

entring into the holy miniſtery , had not the expectation, 

and affurance ofeternall happineſle induced him herevnto? 
Aad (to abſolue this point) how could, or would ſo many 

thouſands of Martyrs ( fince the Apoſtles times eſpecially ) Heb, 10 and! 
haue ſuffered {o much rebuke , fo great loſſes, ſo many 11,chopiers, 
| | G tortures- vs 
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tortures for Chriſt, and his Goſpell , yea, and moſt cruell 
deaths and perſecutions, had they not been ſecured in their 

ſoules of the fauour of God, and beene verily perſwaded 

that they ſtoodin the eſtate of grace, and ſhould in time 

be glorified? 

Vſe.2. Seeing that the knowledge of our eitate before God, 
and the certaintie of Gods fauour and loue is ſo admirable 
and vnualuable a benefit communicated to none but Gods 
children,and to them that ſecke his face in Chriſt, let vs ne- 
uerreſt,nor be quier vntill we haue ſued out our qu:etms ef, 
and haue procured this certaintie , Let. not marrying of 
wines , buymg of Farmes , trying of Oxen , ones, & bones, &- 

? pecori campi , hinder , and ſtay vs from getting this af- 

2 ſurance, | 

What ſhall we fo toile and moile, and ſo ſue and ſeeke 
with ſo much paine and coſt, to aſcertaine vnto our ſelues 
and ours,lands, liuings, leaſes, patents,reuerſions, (which 
notwithſtanding by reaſon of our morralitie , and the 
might,malice, and cunning of men , we ( oftentimes ) can 
neither long,nor peaceably enioy) and ſhall we not much 
more ſceke the kingdome of God , and the righteouſnefle 
of Chriſt ? ſhall not we labour to ſecure ys of Gods yn- 
changeable fauour; and to get the grant , yea, and begin- 
ing of eternall and ynſpeakeable happineſſe , which wee 
may aſſuredly obtaine, and the obtaining and purchaſe 
whereof is worth ten thouſand workes : And therefore 
Curare externa negleltis internis (imo «ternts, (as one faith 
well ) cec:tas ef, that is, to haue a care of theſe outward 
things,and negle& and paſſe inward , and eternall things 
is blindneſſe,nay madneſle , For what will it profit a man to 
gaine the whole world, and looſe his owne ſoule, or what ran- 
ſome or recompence ſhall hee gine to redeerme it ? ſurely none, 
GOD therefore make ys wiſe to ſaluation, and grant 
that we may alwayes looke to the maine chance,and make 
choiſc of the better part, Amen. 


eAndth h baxe (po he 
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Luk.g.y,t5, 


PO 
The Churches ſecuritie. 43 


Ow becauſe this doQrine is of ſo great moment , 'and 

importance, and of ſoexcellent, and neceſfary yſc; I 
for the edification, and comfort of all good Chriſtians will 
annexe and ſet downe fix ſpecial,and principal, or characte= 
riſticall notes,markes and demonſtrations , whereby a man 
may in conſcience bee perfwaded that he Randeth inthe 
eſtare of grace, and is reconciled vnto God , whether for 
the preſent tempration hee haue feeling or not. And by 
theſe notes and demonſtrations it ſhall.cuidently appeare 
who is in the ſtate of grace and ſaluation ; for as the life is 
knowne by the motion , the fire by the light and heate, 
the tree by the fruite, and the ſheepe by the markes and 
brands , 4 may the godly heareby iudge and determine of 
their faith, 

The notes are theſe fix following,which I will (God aſ- 
fiſting) handle breifly and in order, The firſt is ſound Sixſpeciall 
iudgementin matters of faith and religion. The ſecond fin- 000... h 
cere affection towards, and conſtant delight in Chriſt, and ,,1 wktogy 
his Goſpell, The third a conſtant roms in all the excer= 
fſes of godlines, The fourth an inward and godly ſor- 
row for our fſinnes , and for the offence of G O D, 

The fift is thanfulnes in acknowledgement and high 
eſteeme of ( H R IST, and all his graces and bene- 
fits, Laſtly ro ſuffer no Gnne to raigne, and haue com- 
mand and dominion in vs-, but to diſlike , reſiſt. and 
breake it off, Hee that hath theſe, and the like yycyiopere 
cogniſances, markes and properties wee may ſay inſtly of 
ham, hee that hath or that doth theſe th mges , ſhall neuer fall, 
that is , hee is perpetually bleſſed, a can neuer by an 
violence, tyranny, or iniuries of Satan, and the ako” 
bee ouerthrowne or remoued from his ſtate, bur is ſe- 
cure and fafe againſt all cuills, 

Touching ſoundnes of faith and judgement, it is when 1 note ſound. 
no herefie- is maintained , br errour held againſt the *3 otiudyes. 
principles and groundes of Orthodoxe religion ; but *** 
in judgement and conſcience is directed, and reQified-in 
all thinges by the holy Scriptures , this. is a /igbe 
to our 4. <gds 4 Lantherne to our ſteppes, the eye. of our 
Cz | fowle 


»” 


e,”?. 


Fphel.2.20, 


Tit. 2.2 
Col.3.6. 
1.1oh, 2,19. 


1,Cor.z,i1. 
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ſoule a lampe, and torch to guide and leadvs , in the darke- 
neſſe of this world, it is 4 gate and doore to let vs vnto 
Chriſt his chamber of pretence, and to intromit vs into 
heauen; it is 4 keyto vnlocke the treaſures of the ſcrip= 
tures; itis the foundation of our ſpirituall houſe, ar:d the 
dircer, & rouchſtone of al good workes,and obedience, 
That, this ſoundnefle of faith and iudgement is of abſolute 
neceſſity, to prooue vnto vs the na. 4 of grace and Gods 
—_— » it ſhall thus by ſcripture moſt manifeſtly bee de- 
clared, 

The Church in the Acts of the Apoſtles is ſaid to continue 
in the Apoſtles doltrine,the (hurch « builded upon the foun- 
dation,the doftrine, and ſcriptures of the Prophets and A- 
poſtles.Elder men mwſt be ſound in the fatth,nay the church 
mult bee rooted & ground:d in it, If they had beene of vs 
(faith Saint [ohn)they had continued with v3,viz;: in ſound- 
neſſe of doctrine, andin frequenting the holy aſſemblies, 
No other foundation can any man laie then that which « laid 
which i leſwa (rift . That is the dotrine of the Goſpel, 
rouching Chriſt his perſon , and office, is( as it were ) the 
foundation of Chriſtian Religion , therefore both paſtors 
and people mult by all meanes endeuour to keepe this 
doQrine pure , and vncorrupted : And all doctrines and o- 
po_ quirkes , and curriofities that are not agreeable 

creynto , are but woode,hay,/iubble which the fire of hea= 
uenly truth will in time to their reproach and ſhamere.- 
ucale , and conſume . The miniſteric of the word is 
giuen, and ordained of GOD that wee mizhr grow vp 
to perfeit on of faith , and that wee ſhon/d bee no move c'il- 


Eph,4.13, 14 dren,vauering and carried abont wit' eery rinde of dottrine, 


Heb, 3.8. 


Ieſus Chrilt yeſterday , and to daie and the fame for cuer, 
Bce not caried about with diners and ſt ange dottrine , for 
it :5 a good thing that the heart bee eſtabliſhed with grace, and 
wot with meates &c, Faith is the eyc of the bodice , if rhe eye 
be ſingle the whole | ody ſhalbe light, 

The neceflity , and molt abſolute vie of this doctrine 


- will appeare by the Caeates and warnings that are giuen 


Vs in ſcripture to beware of ſeducers, & falſe teachers, and 
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by the oppoſition and zeale that we are to ſhew again(t al 
Atheiſime , Idolatry, Libertiniſme &c, Hence it isthatin 
matters of conſcience, and in troubles of minde wee are 
put oucr to the lawe andtos the teſtimonics , and they that 
ſpeake not according to this word hane no light in them, T hey 
that will not beleene Moles and the Prophets will not beleeue 
though one aroſe from the dead, Hence it is that David b 
reaſon of his vnderſtanding in, and loue to Gods rw Pſal,1 19, 104 
hateth all falſe waies , Hence it is thatthe Church is ex- 
horted to beware of falſe Propbets, to beware of the lenine 
that is, the infe&ions and falſe dotrine of the Scribes 
and Pheaalies.90 ſane themſelues from that froward generd- Tud.1,z. 
tion,£y*1409%a1 to play the Champions and to contend for 
the common faith,to come out of Habylen leaſt they bee pay- Apoc,18.x.q, 
takers of her ſinnes , and ſo of her plagues; notto goe after 
falſe Chriſts and falſe Prophets, for they muff nor ſo much 
45 heare a ſtranger, that is, one that bringeth ſtrange , and 
falſe dorine,nuch leſſe bid him God ſpeede, that is any , xgh, io. 
way ſhew any countenance , and allowance to his cor= 
rupt doctrine . And no maruaile for Herchie and falſe 
doEtrine is the poyſon and peſti/enceto the ſoule , it ing- Af9.9 Y 5. 
eth, and pans the conſcience like a ſcorpion , It doth ** * 1% 37s 
eat and conſume the ſoule like a Gangreve, it maketh men 
ſpiritually mad,yea and bringeth with it (ifmendie in it) **0© 23+ 
certaine and iuſt damnation, 

FV{e.1,Wherfore we learne hence, firſt not to meaſure the 
truth of Religion by multitudes, vniuerſalitics, antiquities 
(as the Papiſts and ignorants, ofthe world docz)for here- 
in we may ſoone bee decciued, the broad way leadeth ro de- T.uke13.v,34; 
ftruttion, Chriſts locke is but a little one : and the num- 
ber of the elect is (in compariſon of them that periſh ) ex- 
cceding few,therefore we muſt try and examine all by the 
: ſtandard, and certaine rule off Gods holy word , and ifir 
be conſonant thereynto, wee muſt admit it , otherwiſe re- 
zectir, | 

Yſe.2, It mecteth with and checketh the errour, and 
ſottſhneſle of the ſimple ignorant multitude , of whome 
for the moſt part we may _uy ſay they know not the law y/ $I 
3 | G 


Ifa.8.104 
Luk.16. 


Ioh.10.v,x, 
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Toh.7:v.4g. Godand are accurſed , who terme and call an Atheiſt a Pa- 
piſt a Liberrine, ('ifhe be onely outwarly and ciuilly righ- 
tcous,)iuſt,liberall curteous, ſociable, aright honeſt manz 
as though there could poſſibly be any true honeſty with- 
out fark and true religion , the cauſe and foundation of its 

1 Tim,z,, For Paw/doth make Godlineſle a cauſe of hongfty that is,- 
© of Chriſtian life,and behauiour, ; 
Uſe.z. We muſt beware of and ſhunne all doQtrine thar 
tendeth to Atheiſme and Libertiniſme, and all popiſh 0- 
- pinions, and eſpecially ſuch as haue beene by ſome of late 
yeares vented , furbiſhed and refined, and therefore the 

Refined Er. more dangerous, and deccitfull . And indeed no better 

rors, then the whore of Babi/ons golden cxp , glorious withour, 
but within full of abhominations' and deadly poyſon. OF 
this kinde of opinions, and errours (to omit othess ) are 
theſe following. Firſt that the now Romiſh church(albeic 
de apoſtatical) is a true viſible church, 

2.Error, That the holy religion of Chriſt now profeſ= 
- {ed,and by publicke authority maintained in Exg/and,and 
the doctrine and worſhip of Papiſts differ onely in acci- 
dents and circumſtances and not tn ſubſtance, and that a 
' reconciliation betwixt both parties might well be admit- 
| ted, Whereas firſt the Romiſh religion is (for the moſt 
part)/dolatrouc and hereticall,burt fo is not ours at all, Se= 
condly the Papilts will in no wiſe yeeld to any recon- 
ciliation to'vs , though in truth , and why ſhould 
_ yecld and bee reconciled to themin error, and Ido- 
trie ? | 
; 3-Error, Thatwe muſtnot enquire how Chriſt ispre- 
ſentinthe Exchariſt (viz: whether ſpiritually or bodilie): 
intending heereby to keepe men in ſuſpence, and to make 
away for that abſurd dGh—_—_ doatine of Tran- 
(ubſtuntiation , Whereas otherwiſe it is moſt plaine b 
ſcripture that Chriſts preſence is altogither ſpirituall, 
4-Error.That the ſabboth is but a ceremony,and that ie 
tin the churches power and libertic to alterit, determine 
. eactime,and the continuance of it,and to remit and abate- 
ef the trineſſe of it as it ſhall thinke good, Whereas it 
& is; 
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is one of the tenne commandemevts, and therefore muſt 
needes for ſubſtance bee morall and perpetuall,and it is in 
the power of no perſon to diſpenſe withall, and the main- 
tayning of this error openeth a dore to al prophaneſle and 
licentiouſneſſe, 

5. Error, The falſe opinion of vniuerſall grace, and the 
denying of the do&trine of eternall reprobationin Gods yq,y, yy ag. 
ſecret decree , Whereas ſauing grace is proper onely to Rom,v.c, 
the ele&, and that God hath eternally decreed, and doth | 
in time actually paſſe by many and moſt , it is by ſcripture 
moſt apparent, 

6.Error. That the ſufferings of Chriſt were only bodily 
and not in ſoule ( properly and immediately) but by Sym- 
pathy onely, Whercas his ſoules heauines, bloudy ſweare, 
praier againſt it,and the conſent of moſt worthy ,and Or- 
thodoxe Dinines,cuince the contrary. 

Laſtly it is m1a/um omen, and prognoſticateth much de- 
cay of ſincere zeale and pure aftetion,when of late times 
amongſt too too many ſtudents in Diuinitie, the ſound, - 
judicious, pithy and fruitfull writings , comments, diſ- 
putes, and Euangelicall authors, ſuch as are (Alum, Beza, 
Martyr, Bucer, Zanchims, Polaune, [unins, luell, Whittakers, 
Fulke,and Perkins, c, are negleRed,contemned, and our 
of requeſt, and the falſe rubbiſh, and muddy bookes and 
writings of Popiſh ſchoolemen, and interpreters are iniudi- 
ciouſly & raſhly receiued,Herevnto may be referred,(asa - 
great rebater to faith,and a mighty infe&tion,and corrup- ; 
tion to good life, and manners, ) the publiſhing, tolera- 
tion, reading,and affeQing of ſcwrrle play beokes, vnſaue- 
ry,and amorous ballads,fooliſh icaſts , and fained and vn- ; 
profitable hiſtories and fables . Theſe are to to muchinre- | 
queſitheſe effiminate mens manners, and make them apt 
to entertaine any religion bur the truth: and if perhaps 
they retaine the truth , itis to bee feared that it is more in 
ſhew then in ſubſtance,for cuſtome rather then, for con 


ſcience, 
eAind thus much of the foundation of faith 
and indgement. IS. 
Noyww 


a. 
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Now it followeth that wee ſpeake of ſincere affeQion, 


cere alteQion. and ſound delightin Chriſt , and in his Goſpell : Ybi amor 


Tlohn, 21.7. 
Luk. 7. 28: 
Canc,3,z 


Cant. v.z. 
Philip. 3.8i 


Pſal, 87.v.7. 


AQs r1.2;, 


Plal.86 11. 


Rom.8.2z. 
2, Cor. 5.2, 


Ve. 


ibi oculus , where ourloue is, there will bee cur eye, and 
where our treaſure ts , there will bee our heart . Our loue to 
Chriſt muſt be hartic like Perers,it muſt be greatlike 1/ary 
Meagdalins, it muſt be ſerled and vnmoueable that no water 
can quench it no - the flrods drowne it, yea wee muſt for no ſub- 
ſtance part with it , Chriſt is the tree of life , and vnder his 
ſhadow we mu/t fit downe and refF, We muſt count all things, 
whatſoever may otherwiſe bee auantageable vnto vs, but 
loſſe and dung to winne him , And as for the word, becauſe it 
is the ſpring and fountaine of all knowledge,the immortall ' 
ſcede,and the inſtrument of faith and faluation ; weemuſt 
recejue it,and loue it,if we would profit by it, yea,and pre- 
ferre it aboue ſpoiles, treaſures, gold, filuer , and pretious 
ſtones, If welecſc it,weleeſe all __ the very broad 
ſcale andpatent of eternall life, and it we haue ae 
it (in ſound iudgement, ſincere delight, and hearty affeRi- 
on ) wee ſhall live for ever, Wee mult alſo cleave vnto the 
Lord with fall purpoſe of heart, and entreate him to knit owy 
hearts vnto hin, leaſt our hearts diſtracted with diuers dc- 
fires,ſhould rzmaine in doubt, and take ſuch courſes as are 
not pleaſing vnto God ; but that they being conſecrated 
vnto him may obey him, onely reſt in him,and depend vp- 
on him. Laſtly wee 'muſt waite for our full redemption, and 
entertaine an earneft deſire to enioy eternall life, = 
This doctrine meeteth with the Stoikes, and thoſe that 
are. Stoikally minded who deny affetions,and would haue 
men herein to be no better then ſtockes and ſtones; wheras 
in truth without theſe affections ſet vpon their right ob- 


« ic, and that in due proportion, there can be no true ſer- 
« wing of God,no zeale for his glory ;no feare of his, name, 
« 10 hatred,and deteſtation of fnne,no ſpirituall icy and'de.- 
« light,no true loue of God, his ſaints,andword, and no true 
« faith and hope in God,&e. Theſe are wings whereby wee 


flye, and are carrycd vnro God, chariots to, bring vs vnto 
Chriſt, and they are the yery heart and life of Allour ſpiri- 
tuall actions, : bs MR Vy TY Pa. - | | 
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And thus much in briefe touchi ng the 


finceritie of onr affettions. 


=— third note and marke of faith and grace,is a ſerled 


anda continued courſe in all the duties of godlinefle. The 3; note; 


And herein is Chriſtian wiſedome,fortitude,and reſoluti- C 


ant 2nd 


on ſeene. For theproofe and demonſtration of this point, Wiuerlall 
the Scriptures arc plaine and plentifull, Dewid faith; ] haws ©20ence. 


reſpell Into all thy commandements. I haze choſen the way of 1g. 6 


truth,and thy indgements hawe I layd before me; teachme O 
Lord theway of thy ſtatutes , and I willkeepe it vnto the end: 
And ſexen times a day doe | praiſe thee breanſe of thy righte- 


that ſhineth more and more vnto the perfelt day ; thatis t 
noone-tide,when the day is moſt cleere and bright . And 
the meaning is,that the godly do daily profit in wiſdome, 
and thefeare ofthe Lord, and goe from ſtrength toftrength, 
yntill they afcend to that perfeRion which may be attai- 
ned ynto in this life . This is one maine end of our re- 
demption,vz. to ſerue the Lord in holineſſe and righte- 
ouſneſſe a/l the dayes of our life , Againe we are perpetu- 
all fubieRs and ſeruants vnro God ( albeit oedema 


e his, 


v,30« & 33, 
ons indgements. The way of therighteows ſoineth as the light 


a> 
c 


freemen and children) and we expe an eternall reward, - 


namely eternall life purchaſed for vs, andpromiſed vs, 
cherelbes our obedience muſt be perpetuall 


wee may the better keepe this continued and reſolued 
nefſe; we muſt alwayes remember,and doe 


courſe in godli 

our viel endeuour, to repaire , and renue our fajth and 
repentance: for as we ſinne daily, ſo wee muſt repent dai» 
lie, and as wee ſlipdaily and looſe ſome-thing ( —_— 


in the euiBday and<he time of any ſpeciall temptation 


ir-ismoſt requifirethar wee bee carefulll ro confirme 
and ftrenpthen our ſaith, and to renue our repentance, 
Fer ry of b health and tr decayed , we 
| my tbr arr heqromtrry all other good 
1s, and fhall nor wee bee much more ſtudious and 

ad ati ora 16s, forthe recouerie and repaixe of 


heakhithar is any wayesimpal- 
> RRP red 


. But thar - 
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red,and diminiſhed , This was thepraQiſe of Dauid who 
. faith [ hawe conſidered my waies and turned my feete unto thy 
P{al. 119. 59. teſtimonies Hence it is that our Sauiour teacheth and com- 
mandeth vs dzily to confefle our finnes , aud crawe par- 
don of them ax Gods hands ſaying , forgine vs owr treſpaſſes 
; as wee forgize thens that treſpaſſe againſt vs . Hence it is 
Ecleſ.4,tzy, that before wee receiuc the word weeare to prepare our 
| ' ſelues, andto take heede to our feerte, that is,to our affeRi.- 
ons, when wee enter into Gods houſe , and bee more neere to 
keare then to gine the ſacrifice of fooles, that is wee mult vie 
all diligent endeuour that wee heare the voice of GOD, 
and frame ourlife thereafter, and not to offer ſuchſacri- 
fice as fooles doe , who hauing ſinned, imagine that they 
can ſatishe the Lord with their ceremonious worſhippe, 
Pal 2,66, when their life notwithſtanding is not amended , Dauid 
fairh that hee will waſhe his hands in inrocencie and(ſo ) 
cempaſſe Gods altar., Likewiſe before the receyuing of 
the Sacrament of the bodie.ar dblond of CHRIST; amasn 
1:Cor.11. 28 771/} trie, and examine himſelfe , and by —_—_— re- 
nue his faith, and repentance, and fe. eat of the bread aud 
* drinke of that cuppe , And( to knit vp all ina:word) the 
-Cor.5.7- Church of Corinth muſt expell that /eawer the inceſtuous 
perſon : the Church of Epheſios muſt recouer her firſt loues 
the Church of Pergamu mult. repent of that ſinne for 
tollerating them amongſt them that maintained the doc- 
Apo.:.25 trineof theNicolaitans : The Church of Sardis muſt iu- 
wakes, and ſtremgthen the things that remaine , that are rea« 
Apo.z.z, #de to die. The luke-warme . Church of Laodicee which. 
was neither hote nor cold ( which is now the common finne.. 
verſ.t9, of our time and the maladie of moſt Churches ) muſt bee. 
zealous,and amend, | 
Vſe.1. The vie of this doctrine, is to condemne them: : 
thar either yſe no holie and Religious excrciſc at all, and 
hereby diſcrie-and bewray. themſelucs to bee meere As. 
theilts,and Nullifidians ,. orels if they doe performe-any. 
dutie of pietie, religion and.louc, they doe it-ypon fits,, 
brunts,paſſions ; for-atime , and that in ſome things ane-. 
lic like chk, and their goodneſle (like that: of Tre 
| BY #; andy 
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and Tudab)is 4s a morning cloude and acia morning dew it go= 
' #thaway,they are ſoone hote and ſoone cold, and they Hoſea.6.q, | 
are farre from any ſtedfaſt reſolution , and continued 
praRiſe,which onelie is proper to a true iuſtifying faith: 
whereas hipocrites,temporizers,andwordlings may(for a 
time and vpon ſuddaine motions ) formally performe all 
the forenamed duries, 

Uſe.2, The ſecond vie is for conſolation . Doſt thou 
notwithſtanding thou now and: then deuiate, and di- 
greſſe alittle out of the way for a time with Noah, Lot 
D akid, Peter Ezechias th c, trauaile daily forward to hea- | 
uen?doſt thou purpoſely , and ordinarily walke in the | 
narrow way that leadeth to eternall life ?Doſt thou not 
long continue in thy by-pathes, nor pleaſe they ſelfe in 
them; but vpon notice of thy errour , reduce thy ſelfe 
into the waie againe , and then by more ſpeede and haſt 
make amendes for thy former ſtraying and flouthful- 
nefſe? comfort .thine heart, thine infirmities ſhall neuer 
bee haid to thy charge, and thou ſhalt at length attaine 
to the ende of thy iorney and hope , namely the port and 
hauen of cuerlaſting happineſſe . For G-O D,chicfely reſ- 
pecteth the heart, and reſolution: And that which Par 
faith of almes,and contribution; we may truely afhrme of , ©. g ,, 
allother holy duties:ifrhere bf? firſt a willing minde,they are pi: 
accepted according to that ama hath, not according to that 
a ma;hath not,and(to conclude) for this conſtant practiſe, 
continuance, and perſeuerance in holy duties and God- 
linefle : !oſua, Daxid, Jehoſhaphat, eAza , Exzechias, loftas, 
&c. are commended and eternized in ſcripture, for that 
they ſerued GOD with apearfe&t and vpright heart, 
all did (in generall ) that which was acceptable in : 
Gods fight, . | TR 

And thus much of a continued courſe 
in Godlmeſſe. 
2.Cor.z.1t 
4: notea 


He fourth ſfigne or marke is a griefe , andGodlyſor- ©. 11. Ge 
# rms for the ſen ioyned with an u__ .- 
«k 2 | cclire 
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Toel.z.1 3Z 


Dan.g,ver([.6: 


Luke 18. 13. 


Zacha. 12,10, 


Math Fo 


Plal.130,4- 


deſire of reconciliation and forgiueneſſe, It is a Rentin 
of the heart and not of the garments. Examples of this 
ſorrow,we haze in Daniell confeſſing his,and the peoples ſins, 
wee haue ſinned, and committed iniquity and done wick- 
edly,O Lordrighteouſneſſe belongeth 1nto thee, and to vs 6- 
pen ſhame. In the prodigall child, Father [ haxe ſinned a- 
ainſt heanen , and heainf thee , and [ am no more worthy to. 
Geecalled thy childe, In the lewes repenting of their vn- 
thankfulneſſe againſt Chriſt, of whome its ſaid that they 
ſhall lament for Chriſt as one monrneth for bis onely ſanne, 
and bee ſory for him 44 one 1s ſore for his firſt borne . They 
are bleſſed that monrnegviz : for their owne finnes,and o- 
thers , and a broken heart is a ſacrifice to God . Let euery 
manrhen deſcend into himſelfe, examine his conſcience 
and bewaile his finnes , whereby hee hath crucified the 
ſonne of God , Let himthen figh and grone and bee af- 
flicted for his offences, whichno Man,Angell, or creature 
els could ſatiſfie for , but onely Chriſt Ieſus the Kings 
ſonne, who both ſuffered manifold and exquiſite paines 
in bodie, and moſt-inward and enfbechadle torments 
in his ſoule for his finne and that beeing his vtter ene- 
mie, and therefore if hee could ſhed buckets of teares. 
fot his ſinnes , yea and tcares of bloud all the daies of his. 
life hee muſt not thinke it ſufficient , Now the griefe and 
ſorrow muſt nor bee onely,or cheifely in refoed of loſles, 
croſſes, extremities, —_ , puniſhments , or be... 
cauſe hee afraid of hell tormentes and the terrour of | 
the'laſt judgement ; for reprobates , as Cain., Eſaw, 
Tudas, Magus,may and haue gone thus farre : but it muſt 
bee chicfely becauſe the good maieſtie of GOD hath. 
beene offended, his patience and long ſuffering abuſed, 
and his mercie and fauour contemned , and this ſorrow 
would appeare in iuft and Godly mea, albeit there were 
no conſcience to accuſe, no iucge to condemne , no tem-. 
porall plagues to terrifie , and no eternall torments -to - 


| dauntand dampe him.And if that ſaying be good oderwnt 


peccare/boni virtutis amore : ſo much more the 690 


regenerate. are oath and gricuedto diſpleale God _ 


© 
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loue and reuerence they beare to God and their Sauiour 
Chriſt. And as for deprecation , and defire of pardon,it negre of par. 
is of abſolute neceſſitie , and wee haue aboundant ſcrip- don. 
tures for the illuſtration and iuſtification of it, In the 
Iewes in Hoſea his time , ſaying. Take away all iniquitie, _ 
and receine vs grattonſly : Iſay , Daziell, and the Iewes of pgs , 
his time ſaying, O Lord beare, © Lord, forgine, O Lord, HT IO 
coxfider and doe it, deferre not for thine owne names ſake, O Plal,gr. 
w;GON. InDauid, have mercie upon mee,O G O D ac- 
eording to thy lowing kindeneſſe ; according to the multitude 
of thy conppaſſions put away mine iniquities, 
And here wee may obſcrue a notable and a manifeſt 
difference berweene Gods children, and the hipocrites 
and wicked . Gods children defire nothing ſo much as to 
| bee reconciled vnto him, and therefore ypon the ſenſe, 
and percciuing of his diſpleaſure, they forthwith fall to 
prayer and humble ſuite,for the pardon of their finnes,and 
neuer giue ouer yntell God from heauen ſend into their 
hearts ſome comfortable. aſſurance thereof . But the 
* wicked in their extremicies (ifthey defire ought of God) 
cither: by. themſclues. or- others ,. it is. onelie with 
Pharao, and Simon Mag, for the remoouall, or pre- 
uention of Gods judgement , bur as for their particuler 
finnes, the cauſe of all their miſeries they haue no true 
touch of, much lefle , thenj, defirepardon-of them ; as the 
examples of .the two forenamed perſons, as likewiſe of 
Cain, Eſan, Iudas cc. doe ſufficiently teſtifie . And the 
reaſon hereof is for that the wicked , and reprobate are 
acuer liucly ſmitten with the ſenſe of their particular 
offences , nor' diſcerne what an excellent and vnuttera- 
ble benefit it is for a man to bee eaſed of them, but the Pal; 2,12 
caſe is farre otherwiſe with euery Godly , and rruclie re- 
generate man. 
Ard thus much of Godly ſorrow aud 
deſire of pardon... a 
—_— firſt figne and marke of o—_—_— is whenno mance no 
, one finne, norany finis wrong way,domineere, ning fines... 
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and raigne-in the bodie., or foule., Now that is argig- 
ning ſinne that is committed with a full and reſolued con= 
ſent of will, and wherein a man continueth without griefe 
for it, without feare of God , or his iudgement,without 
reſiſtance againſt it , and without amendment: of life, 
It is when' men make a trade, and occupation of finne, 
and like eAhab ſell themſelues ro commit ſinne, and it 
is like toa wilde horſeman , and vnruly Rider that ſpur- 
reth his horſe ſo egarly vntell they both be :ouerthrowne, 
and bee (as he ſaid)*caried man and horſe and allto the 
diuell . Euery finne-of this'kinde is a deadly wound to 
the ſoule, an carneſt penny to ſathan, yea and his foode 


and diet; an vnreſiſtable and violent tempeſt to the con= 


ſcience, a ſtrange God, an Idoll, and acertaine herbinger, 
and forerunner of eternall diſtrution ; and it is in cue- 
ry man by nature yntill hee bee-renued and regenerate, 
From this, and the like ſinnes the regenerate are freede 
not by nature, but grace;, not by their owne deſertes, 
but by Gods meere mercie and goodnefle; and it is a- 
peculier prerogatiue of a ſanRified and iuſtified manto 
haue no finne raigning,and tirannizing in him. 

The Godly haue the ſeede of the ſpirit remayning in 
them,and therefore they can commit no ſuch ſinne . They 
keepe themſclues ( as inſtruments of grace ) that the wick- 


edone roncheth him not viz; to commit any raigning finne, 


 Sinne ſhall not (no nor can) haue dominion over them, for 


they are not under the law but under grace. eAgainſ? theſe 
there i no law (to condemne them; Yfor inthem the fpirit 
alwaics fighteth againſt the fleſh ; and they haue cr#cified 
the fleſh with the ef flions and luſts thereof , and therefore 
albeit they ſinne of ignorance, and infirmitie _ yea & 
ſometimes of preſumprion , yet they ſhall never bec con- 
demned for thcm: for it #5 10t they that do it;but that dwel- 
leth in them;and they are not ſlaues, and ſeruants vnto fin 
as the wicked ,are,who live anddie in them, but ſeruants of 
obedience wnto righteouſneſſe whom the Sonne hath made 
6 S | ; 


cc, ; 
Let hereyato be added, that the regenerate with David 
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ray ynto God, that he would keepe them from preſumpri- 
— that they. rag ve n0t ws Hen ner they defire the 
Lord to dire their footeſteps by his word , that ſo no ini- 
quity haue dominion oxer them, and this their praier bec- 
 Ingframed according to Cods will,and onelie for ſpiritu- |, - 
all and neceflary graces God alwaies heareth. ..;': 51. ; 9H,I 5.7.16, 
. F{e.r. Secing:that raigning .finnes are fo gangerous . . | 
and peſtilent, yea and as contrary to true, regeneration, 
as fire towater,darkenefle to light, and death to life : wee 
muſt.beware of it, andgiue no conſent-and; allowance 
ynto.ir,leaft ſinne like the ſeruants, and meſſenger of Fe- , ,. _, 
na4ah King. of Syria take diligent heede' if they can cateh , , tes: 
eny thing of vs,and ſo worke vpon vs to our perpetuall ru- 
inc as they did vpon Ahab, | | + 
Therefore it is wiſdome, and good farys not topre- 
fume to.come to neere the bankes of finne,Jeaſt wee finke, 

{ and bee. drowned , if wee would nor haue the fire of finne 
toconſumeys : Wee mult take heede of, and labour be- 
tumes to.-quench the very ſparkes of itz wee-muſt daſh 

- our ſinnes like the Babiloniſh young children againſt the Plal.137.v,9, 
ſtones : kill the young Lions ; and wee-muſt make;a'con- 
ſciencecuen of ſmall and leſſer. finnes,, if wee would'bee 
free from greate and raigning finnes., Theſe many times 
are more dangerous then greater and-more grofle finnes; 
for great and grofle finnes men will often leaue , for feare 
of Fleredir \ſhame and penaltic , but. ſmaller-ſinnes are 
not: acknowledged:, and are _counted no.ſfinnes;;and ſo 
atlengthpreuaile , and ger head that they that make no 
conſcience of them wilbe. drawne in .time- to- commit 
more ps ſinnes - cuen as hee that makerh no con. - 
ſcience of filching, and purloyning,may eaſily ( vpon oc- 
calfion,and FR ae bee Jorge goons 
way-fide,and to offer violence te. innocent men, 

Let vs therfore giue no aſſent to fin,leaft aſſent bring de. - 
light,delight cuſtome, cuſtome neceſlity,neceſlity,ſenſlehe - | 

' hes, (enſleſnos, death 8 damnagion. Spall ye ſo.carefully- + © * 
King,þ decline al things y bring Du Ports Yone 

I ES ae ad ond” - erRvants » gle? og) & - 
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-danger to the body? and ſhall not wee much more heed- 
beware,and take heede of the tyranny and dominion 
of {inne that in time bringeth both body and ſoule to 
eternall deftruQtion, Laſtly let vs betimes procure the 
HAmmnlite or preſeruatiue of grace to keepe the poyſon of 
it farre from the heart { our hold, or caſtle) or (to ſpeake 
T'fal. 119. 11. moreplainly )let vs hide, and lay vp Gods word in ow 
heart that we ſinne not againſt God. 
Pe. Ic ſerueth alſo to condemne , and reprooue thoſe, that 
" (becauſethey areintheir owne opinion onely righteous, 
and in the conceit _ ry of men bopoarm the 
eaſ1 their ſophiſtry an iticall holinefle 
— not ſo hed?! of conſcience before God,) 
thinke themſclues free , though they with the Scribes and 
Pharafies be faſt bound with the chaine of ſome peculiar 
and beloued ſinne, Tf they with /udas preach,do miracles, 
hatie an office, and diflemble their impicties (albeit coue- 
rouſneſle raigne in their heart) all is well with them: th 
thinke it ſufficient with Hered , to heare /ohn Baptiſt for a 
time gladly , yeato reuererice him, and to reforme m 
Culler finnes , and yet few goe ſo farre, albcit they liue 
Toba with him, and remaine inperpetuall adultery, or the like 
#735 fines: they content themſelues to delight in obs his 
do@rine,and Miniſtery for a time , but they ſoone fall a- 
way fromit and him : And laſtly they thinke themſclues 
happy,and perfe& men, if with the Scribes and Pharaſfies 
they pray, they faſt, they doe almes, they pay their tithes, 
they weare long robes, and enlarge the fringes of their 
garments for yanitie, vaine glory,yea and merits ſake: and 
yet inwardly they be hypocrites, rotten bones, and full of 
extortion,crueltic,perſecution,couctouſneſſe,exceſſe, de= . 
ceit,and errour. But of theſe we may fay juſtly (as Chriſt 
did of his time ) except your righteouſneſſe exceed the righ= 
Math. 5.20: ,,onſneſſe of the Scribes and Pharaſies yee ſhall nat enter into 
gt eo.20 the kingdome of heaxen : oY as _ fid another oo | 
* 33+ O Serpents, O peneffetion s, bow ſhould yee eſcape the . 
| dans FO Whidore ber vs bond recher 1649; 


inwardly holy then outwaxdly , and to approone out 
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waies and cenſciences to God rather then to men,and b 
no one finne to ſufter ſathan to haue enterance and eval 
vntoour hearts , forif hee once get hold, and poſſeſſion, 
(and ſpecially re-entry) after hee hath beene by grace and 2.Pet 2.9.20. 
the knowledge of the Lord leſus repelled : hee will either 
very hardly , orels neuer bee remooued,bur taketh, ſeaxex 
other ſpirits worſe then bimſelfe, and they enter in, and dwell 
there,ana the end of that man is worſe then the beginning, Mathar2.ve; 

end thiu much of raigning ſinne wit #5» 
the vſes a 


He fixt, and laſt marke —_— many other and The fa c 
that moſt cminently,is praiſe and thankeſ-giuing vn- — 

to God for all his benefits paſt, preſent, and to come, whe- ,;\..no vas 
ther outward,and temporary, or ſpirituall, ard eternal, Of iis 
this ſort, in things outward, is our creation,preſeruation, 
health, life,Jibertie, proſperity, priuate and publicke deli- 
uerances,yea and all the meanes of our temporall life, and 
hapineſſe ; and ſpecially in heauenly things our predeſti- 
nation to eternall glory,our adoption to be Gods ſonnes, 
ourredemption by Chriſts ſufferings and obedience,our 
tuftification by faith in Chriſt his death and merics,ouril- 
huminartion, and ſanfificationby his word and ſpirit :the 
bleſſed miniſteryof che word, the vic and comfortof the 
Sacraments, the reueiling, and weaking of Antichrift and 
bis promiſed deſtruQtion , the fitting of vs for a better 
kingdome ; and preparing the kingdome of glorie for vs, 
his long patience,and forbearance of vs, and all fatherly, 

nele, and mercifull correions., and warnings. For all 

ele in general, yea and for euery one of them in particu- Nga To 
er we are bound,and muſtendeuour (both generally and **® "36: 
diſtin&ly)to returne vnto the Lord praiſe and thankſgi- 
uing , and to ſerwe him in holincſſe , and —_—_ all: theLuke 1,75, 
daies of our life . Herevpon Pan ypon.the diſtin confi- 
deration of them braſteth forrh. into thenkeſgining , and 
ſaith : Blefſed bee God the father of our. Lord Jeſws Chriſt Eybe.1.4: 
which bath bl:ſſed vs with all ſpiritual Pius bo beanenly 
things in ( hrift, And _—_— hee deſcen _— 


ye” "__ 
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riculars . D4xi1. alſo wondering at the greatneſle of 
Gods goodneſle braſteth out into an exclamation,and ace 
P\.l. :14, 19. knowledgeth Gods benefitsto be greater then heis able 
ro requite , What ſhall I ( faith hee ) render vnto che 
Paltoz,i,2 Lord for all his benefits? and in another-place hee ſaith, 
my ſoule praiſe thou the Lord, and all that is within mee 
praiſe his holie name ; my ſoule praiſe thow the Lord and 
forget not all his benefirs , Hereby hee ſtirreth vp himlſelfe 
to thankeſgiuing , and laboureth to ſhake of all drowſi- 
neſſe : For furgetfulneſſe, and vathankefulneſſe,as it isthe 
common diſeaſe of the world, ſo it argueth a vaine, anda 
wicked minde.: For ſpeciall , and particular deliuerances 
| from capriuitic , from hunger, from impriſonment , from 
Plal,107,  ſickneſle,from feare of drowning, and ſhipwracke 8c, re- 
\  quire particular thankes , and there is gnod reaſon it 
ſhow bee ſo, for euery particuler benefic r-quireth a new 
ſong ,andapeculicr forme of thankeſgiuing , and this is 
plaine by ſundry pſalmes off Dawid' endited , and framed 
vpon ſundry. benefirs receiued., and deliuerances obtai« 
ned; This thankefulneſle is the . peculiar dutie of the 
IuRt,andit isa Sacrsfice whereby wee glorifie G OD, and 
glorifying himyhe: will glorifie vs) Irs alſo a ſpeciall note 
of thetrue, ye the triumphant Chiltch as may __ by 
the practiſe , and examples of the:;Angells , Elders., and 
beafts'iin the Apocalips, «Amwer., Glorie , honoxr, wiſedome 
thankes and power, and might be ynto our God for exermore. 
Irispeculier ro them:to finge the new ſong of their redenp= 
Apoc, 14, 4-- tiow which none can learne but the redeemed alone : Wee 
 _ttmſtalſo-with the Church.in the Apocalips render and 
Apo.rg,r. aſcribe-ynto the Lord, praiſe ,. glorie , wiſedome , honor, 
'* * thanker,, power ioht', ſalnation for his righteous _ 
ment ( alreadie in part,) vpon the Antichriſt of Rome, for 
that he hath: condemned the great whore which corrupted the 
earth with her fornication, and hath anenged the blond of bis 
ſernants ſped by her hands. ; 
' ' Laſtlycthe Church: is exhorted, to reioyce, be glad and: 
giue glorieto himfor the full redemption of his Church 
at hand, and becauſe the mariage of the lambe is come, 


and 


Apo.7z1T 


; ſpeake ofthem honorably : thinke , and meditate ofchem; 


ſernants. 
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and the bride hath made herready . But that we may the 
moreſoundly,and ſincerely prattiſe andperforme this du- 
tie : wee a do three things, 


. Firſt wee muſt magnifie, and high efteeme of all Gods T 


High eltimz. 
tion of Gods 
bleſsings. 


bleſſings ({pecially of thoſe that concerne and accompany 
faluation.) wee muſt acknowledge them wonderfull, 


often, yea and to value and price them aboue r:ches, pſalm, 1x9, 


| ſpoiler,corne wine gold,ſiluer Jewells precious flones, yea,and 


account all things els (in compariſon of them, and o farre 
forth'as they are any let or hinderance to our ſaluation)as Philipians z.? 
loſe and anng, 

Secondly wee muſt debaſe our ſelucs before God, and 2. 
acknowledge our ynworthineſſe to receiue ſo great bleſ- D _— - 
ſings , and graces at his hands. Thus [acobacknowledg- _— : 
ed himſclte »ot to bee worthy of the leaſt of all Gods mercies, Gun ty 1s; 
and of his promiſes performed ynto him, Thus David * * 
(vpon the confideration of Gods ynſpeakeable mercics 


towardes mankinde , and alſo of mans vileneſle and ya- 


' nitie,) braſteth forth into an exclamation, ſaying . What 


i man that thou art ſo mindfull of him , or the Sonne of fil 144 3:6 
man that thou thinkeſt vpon him ? Man is like to yanitic, 
his daies arelike a ſhadowe that yaniſheth. 

Thirdly in Pax/ and that moſt _— ) who con 
feſſeth ingenuouſly that the grace of the Lond was ex- 1Tim,1,v1g 
ceeding aboundant towardes him ; becing ( before 
his conuerſion ) «4 b/aſphemer , a perſecutory and an 
preſſor; and that IESVS CHRIST, cane into | 
world to.ſaue ſinners of whome faith hee 7 aw chiefe. Lake 15. 19; 
Laſftlic in the loſt childe ſaying, Father [ ans no more wor- 
thy to bee called Saw mee 45 one of thy hired 


Thirdly if wee would ſhewe our ſelues truely thanke- T. 
full, wee muſt liue in obedience of Gods commaunde- Toliuc in e. 
ments, finne no more leaſt a worſething befall ys, or- —_— 
der our conuerſation aright, keepe our ſclues pure from C90 2204 Mis 
idolatry ; and conſecrate and deuote our ſelues, ſoules . 
and bodies to God his _— For this is amoſt lively, 

2 effeual 
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Pal,;o.v. z;.cffectuall,yea, and reall lacrifice , yeathe beſt acrificethar 

- * we canoffer ynto God, Rom. 1 2,ver.r, Reaſons further to 

enforce this dutic, and to per{wade vs herevnto , are firf? 

fo many co:mmandemeits and exhortations in holy ſcrip= 
tures,and(by name)in the pſalmes of Daxid, 

Secondly the often and excellent examples of ſomany 

rare and renowned men in holy ſcripture, of Patriarkes, 

Kings, Prophets , and right Iſralites in the old Teſtament: 

and of Chriſt his Apoſiles,diſciples,and all rankes of found 

confeſſors , and Chriſtians in the new Teſtament.. Theſe 

are ſo many notable lightes, lampes, examples , and direc- 

tors ynto vs; whoſe footeſteps if wee infilt not in, wee de- 

clare our felues to bee baſtard ſlips and noe true branches, 

and to bee{notwithſtanding al labour, care,and husband- 

Meb.6.8. ing)that curſed ground that bringeth forth nothing bur bri- 

ars,and thornes, whoſe end « hk 

Gen.8.y.zz, Thirdly of all other ſacrifices, this is moſt ſweete and 

uory in Gods noftrilles,being not 1 conſtrained,and en- 

forced worſhip ( as praier is ſometimes, ) #»t 4 cons of- 

fering, it ts the canes and fruvte of the lips which confeſſe his 
nemeand itis afpeciall glorification of God, 

Fourth! her 20 wee imitate and follow the praQtiſe of 
the Church triumphant in heauen,whoſe continuall vſage 
and excrciſeitis, inquiers, and companies by Himmes, 
Plalmes,and thankſpgiuing, to ſound and ſer forth the glo-= 
rie,and mercies of God, 

Fiftly becauſe vnthankefulneſle for , and forgerfulneſſe 
of Gods bleſſings, and benefits , is athing moſt diſtaſtfull, 

. andhatefull to the diuine maicſtic , and a brand of pro- 
faine and difſembling hearted men. Therefore it is ſaid of 
Phl.58 F Iſralites that though they is their affiiftion remtbred that 
FR73:35 Godwas the ſtrength and the moſt bigh God their redeemer, © 
yet they did but 7 Do hin with their mouth, and d:ſemble# 
with hin with. their tongue , for their heart was not upright 
with hing , neither were they faithful! in his conenant : ouer 
& beſides the Iewes were no ſooner glorioully deliuered 
out of Egpt and had paſſed through: (the red ſea —_ 
| "Plalto6.3, _ way for them) bus they forget God their Savienr,who bad 


Pa, 50.14,15 


— 


FF 5 15 anos @ oy 


V0 a, 


| which ismoſtremarkeable, Cum ingratun 


- onely ought him but one 


follemne promiſe and vow.made in —_—_ 
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done ſo great things for them, Laſtly. nine of the terſne 


leprous perſons whome Chriſt cleanſed and cured,are no-x,y.,,. 8. 
ted for ynthankefulneſſe; for i is ſaid that onely one of &c, 
them returned to giue God thankes,and that was a Sama- 
ritane , and one that was moſt odious to the Iewes and of 
all other the moſt vulikely , but he ſeruednot Chriſt in 
vaine, for hee alone was inwardly cured , and had his fins 
forgiuen him. Finally (to end this reaſon ) the very Hea- 
thenend Pagans, who knew not God in Chriſt, and were 
altogither ignorant of, and neuer had any holy Scripture 
to dire&t them; did and could. by. the very darke light 
of nature ſee, and acknowledge thus much : Taaws w/e 
x<y1s duiduore xi bporyj, faith Pindaerns that ſententions 
and wiſts Poet, That is , an old good turne is ſoone 
forgotten,and men are ynmindfull of it , and that #t :« /of# 
which a mars doth to an vnthankefull pe: ſon; yea and thax 
F ances 991114 
dixeris, That is when a man hath named an vnthankefull 
man; hee hath | IPYEY all faulres, or diſpracefull 
impurations,and it maketh 3 man vnworthy of al fauour: 
and to this purpoſe , Gregorie in his Morrals faith wel,vor 
eft dignus dandis, & thatis, he is not wotthy to receiue be- 
nefits to be giuen,who is notthankefull for good thinges 
already receiued, Thus the vnthankefull feruant in the 1,1, | « 
Goſpell whome his Lord and maiſter after ( vpon his ſub- * 
mien , and ſupplication) had forgiuen tenne thouſand 
talents, was for his vnthankefullnes to his Lord, and his 
cruell and extreame _— of his fellow ſeruant, that 
undred pence , deliuered 
vynto the Tayler w1till bee ſh1nld pay all ' he deb, 5 
Laſtly becauſe in the duty ofpraiſe, and thankſgiuing, 
we are molt defetiue,negligent,and remiſle;zwe need vic 
all good mcanes to ſtir yp and reuiue vs,and to teſtifie our 
a thankefulnes vnto God, For as without meanes 
we cannot attaine vnte the end : ſo without ſpeciall, and 
irituall helpes wee can neuer be truly, _ conſtantly 
thankefull. Ofthis ſort, are the often. meditating ofour 


> 
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OY, 
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all falſe Gods,falſe worſhip , andfinne and to beleeue in 
God, andtoſerue himin olineſſe , andrighteouſneſle all 
the daies of our lives, Ofthis fort are morall and | goſpel- 
$ Phalme z ntglikeyoues , and coucnants'of ckendy : , praier, bom 
| al.66,v.13 5 aw e othes 
RE==c_==vMp 
Herevnto may bee added s both ublike 
and private, ſo often praRtiſed be filnes of God both in 
the old and new {on mube and. of the- refSrmed 
ca, and that with ſucceſle, 
Lafty,ſceing that the Lord eoknoning our 
. we on x vnto this vice, hath- ordained a ang we” 
FR the ancictt.fathers call the Exche- 
—_— and preſcrue-true thankefulneſſe in the 
church towards Chriſt, and for all his merits, graces; and 
bleſſings, wee muſt often, and ,as, vic all other 
helpes,ſo ſpecially this . And finally as all rivers runne in- 
to the ſea whence they came; ſolctallthe benefits 
andblefſings of God beſtowed on vs, low backe and re- 
downd ynto God the authbr andifountaine of them : 
which God almightie grant for Chriſt Jeſus his beloued 
Sonnes ſake,co whome with the Father and the 
| Ghoſt be giuen andrendered inthe Church, ' 
all honour praiſe and foreuer 
and cuer, o 


THE. 
GTNERATT 


ſignes and fererunners of Chriſts 
comming to i iy erode, nd and ſincerely collefed 


—_— ofholy Scripture, and ſeruing as well to 
de eaje and Proteflant, 
as. wy ec and reuiue the Godly 


ah, an. con 


Take heed watch and p : foryce know not wheathe 


time is, CAMark, 13.907[:33. 


When theſe niger topaſſe, then looke 
vp,and lift yp eads: for your redemption dra We 
ethneere, Zohan ver[e28, 


(Tomas Py x .) 


To PE Ris he worſhipfull lear- 


ned,and Gady wiſe Gentleman M 


illiam Combes of Warwicke Eſquire , hi 
Sheriffe of the ſhire and one of his Maieſties high 
mmiſſoners in cauſes Ecclefiaſticall, all 
increaſe of Lys comfort and = 


happineſle. 


If VEN a righr worſopfull Yo was the 


) [XY [fs commendable and | 'pratiiſe of 
10 >% 
| Þ 5 FP the encreaſe of their 
AY mation of therr faith ) to y rere ,by 
ty <J the direltion of thewordof Gel , aid te 
J/=:>=:7 SY ſearch and enquire our the very time of 
Chriſt hu incarnation 11s death 1is Llorification » Soin ſent- 
b.able ſort ,it 4s much concerneth vs, vpon the end1 of the 
world are come , and wbo haze both promiſes aud fi of 
Chriſt his ſecond appearance at hand for our perfit 
on and fu ey rare take due notice of them, ein 
them and obſerne the accompliſhment of them in their proper 
times , Our rule of diretion muſt not be bumaine colleltions, 
fained prophecies and rexelations , eAſtrologicall conieitures, 
Arithmrtical computations, for theſeare vaine,uecertain de- 
ceirfull,as the enent in all ages doth demonſtrate : but it muſt 
bee onely the written word of God which albeit it hath not re- 
xeiled tbe daie nor the yeare nor the definite time of (brift his 
ſecond comming , yet it bath left unto vs H—_ generall)er 
vndoubted fignes and forerunner of ut, which are ſome of 
them, wholy Dart ſome of thens in preſent motion and pro= 
greſeand orbers et wholy to come,Theſe ſignes and preddth. 
ons if wee ſerch *, ens ont,weye and uſeof them (ck they 
are deſcribed in koly f At ere not onely 
ned and preſerned from Atheiſme and wala" —_ 


ſnne of the world, and bee ag Meh 


the Prophets and holy men 4 noe y. 1 


The Epiſtle d:dicatory. 
gronndeld eurioſitics , but alſo bee effeitually and continually 
 flived vp to prepare our ſelues in Faith, Hope and Repentancs 
ap ainſt Chriſt his comming and we ſhal in all trialls and temp. 
tations whatſoener might comfort our hearts in that our Re« 
demoption is ſo nigh at hand, 

* This doltrine bring of ſo notable vſe and profit , (eſpecially 
for the Godly and ſober minded, ) 1 thought good to publiſh it 
and pon good conſiderations torecommend it to your worſhips 
patronage . Firſt you for learnmy judgement and experience 
are very ſufficieut roiudge of it, Second.y your vertuous affece 
tion and moſt religious diſpoſition will (n0 doubt)finde comfore 
and contentment in it . Thirdly, your fanonr , grace and an- 
thoritie beeing tempered with ſo much humanitie and humili- 
fie, not ( 1 bape Jbe wanting . Laſtly ( not tobe tedious )[ 
can by no other meanes,ſo we'l teſtifie my thankefull dutie for 
your lite and extraordinary kindeneſſe both in word and deed, 
teſtified towards mee, 

Wherefore , moſt humbly entreating your acceptance, and 
requeſting you to make vſe of my ſvort obſernations , I here, 
woſt beabh take my leaue.. The Lord, bleſſe , preſerne and 
roſper your worſhip ,as tikewiſe the Noble , and verruons La. 

die , the Ladie Puckering your wiſe: and infulneſſs 
of daies and Faith, glorifie you both 
a the Heanens. 


(onentry: Inly 1.608, 


Your worſhipsin all duty ro 
banded. © 
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Cr 92 
The ſignes and fore-runners of 
Chriſts. comming to indgement. 


' # Lord Teſus in his mercy, becauſe hee would not 
haue nis children enſnared and ouertaken vnawares 
at the ſodainnes of his ſecond comming,and becauſe hee 
would warne, conuince and leaue the yery wicked his 
enemies without excuſe and defence of them-ſelues: hath 
reucaled and lette forth in Scripture certaine generall 
and yndoubted fignes of the approaching of the laſt 
iudgement , whereof ſome are already perfeQtly fulfilled , 
ſome in part acco:Tpliſhed, & others yet remaine to come 
to paſlc in their time, Of al theſe and the general vſes rhat 
arc to be made of them,I wil ſpeake breifcly,andin order, 
The firſt genecall figne ( long fithence paſt ).is the 
deſtruQtion and deſolation of Ieruſalem, togither with 
che ewes (tate and pollicy , and that irrecouerably vnto 
the end and conſumation of the world, CHath. 24. 12. 
HMarks.13,vcr.12, Daentel.g. 26, | 
And this is a type and patteree of the worlds deflruttion 
The ſecond ſigne is the divulgin3 and preaching of 
the Goſpel throughout the whole.known and inhabited - 
world, Therefore for this purpoſe the Apollles as they 
had an extraordinary calling and extraordinary guifts, 
ſo they had a generall commiſſion and commandement ts Math, 28, «gs 
0 into al the world and to teach and Baptiza al nations, and 
ro preach th: Goſpel to enery creature, Marke, 16.15.4nd to \\Q,1,h 
bee his witneſſes vnto the ends of the world, 
The reaſon thereofis, firſt becauſe God would hereby in 
lighten, conuert & draw vnto himſelfe al that are to be ſz- 
ued, Secondly, that it might be a witnes to all nations, 8 
thatal men might bee convinced ſufficiently through 
all parts of the worlde that they could pretend and al» 
Teadge no _ of on 2x" to hide their 
impicty. CMathew 24 .14. Secondly the Apoſtles prea. 
ched.che ; Goſpell gy to all the worlde "has 
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| The fignes and Fore-runners, 
was then habitable or knowne, or (atleaſt ) in the moſt 
famous,populous and knowne countries,kingdomes and 
citties of it, ſo. that from hence cither by the ſles 
Diſciples, or the Euangeliſts , or by others , it might bee 
brought from thence vnto the moſt obſcure, vnknowne 
and barbarous nations ( ſuch as are eAmerice and the 
Me, Door North parts of the world) (l.1.v 6. & 23. Rem.10.18, 
Willer,ynop. Laſtly the ancient and holy Fathers of the primitiue 
(0).paz.106z. Church, as Origene, lerome, Ambroſe,c+c, make expreſſe 
1064.1055, mention in their writings of the vniuerſall calling & en=- 
Hghtning of all nations, and therfore no fuch ſolemne & 
vniuerſall legacie is now the ſecond time to be expeted, . 
feeing that the Apoſtolicall _ and piftcs are ceaſed, 
and ſceing that the Goſpellis paſſed from /ud44,and from 
the Eaſt,cothe South to the Greekes: from the South ic 
hath made his progreſſe to the Welt, that is to the La- 
tines,and from the Weſt to the North, that is,to the Ger- 
maines and other confining countries, yet we denie not, 
but it may , though not vniuerſally yet bee reuealed in 
other countries where it either originally hath not beene 
preached, becauſe perhaps in the Apoſiles times thoſe 
countries were not inhabited,or (at leaſt) very ſlenderly 
and ſparingly , or where the myſterie of _— and 
Antichriſtianiſme had obſcured and preuailed ouer 
eApoc,14.9.6,eApoc.18.v.1. R 
The third ſigne is the comming and reucaling of An. 
| richriſt, for the day of the Lord( ſaith the Apoftle )/hal! nos 
2.Thel. 2.3. come except firſt that man of ſinne be diſcloſed, whom Saint 
2.;ohn.3.18. 1b calleth Antichriſt: concerning which Antichriſt and: 
his members and Locuſts, Saint Paw! ſaith , that they are 
2, Tim, z. v,8. men of corrupt mindes , reprobate concerning the faith , and 
& 9. that they ſhall prenaile no longer : for their madneſle ſhall 
be euident to all men, 
Bur Antichriſt is come long agoe , when the third An. 
gel in the Apocalyys blew the Trumpet , then this ou 
arre ( the Pope and his ſucceſſors as the heads of the 
Apoe.8, v.1o. Apoſiacic ) fall from heauen burning like a torche ; and 
& 11, it fell into the third part of the riuers , and fell mw the 
, _— un* 
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fountaines of waters and made them bitter, he hath been 

zeuealed fithence by thepreaching of the two (few yer 

fufficient) witneſſesin the Apocalyps, and by the firſt, Apoc.1 ',Y-44 
fecond and third Angell in the 14.0f the ſame Apocalyps's-5- 

r,by all the excellent teachers, Preachers , and writers (i- 

thence Martin Luther his time,namely from the yeare of 

Chriſt about r 5 20.vntill this-preſent time, To conclude, 

the deſcription of Antichriſt, and whatſoeuer the Pro- / 

phers and Apoſtles haue foretold of Antichriſt they in all 

things agree tocuery Pope of Romc,and him onely,fince ' 

the death of Gregory the great, and ſince the death of 

the Emperour cMavwrice, as hath beene demonſtrated 

by many heretofore both Engliſh and forraine writers: 

and touching this argument yea & the whole miſtery of 

the Romiſh Rncichrifta learned countri-man of our own 

hath purpoſely, learnedly, and ſuccintly- written in his 
Theologicall difputations,de Anticbriſto or eing eccle/ia, 

The Burth and laſt figne, yet inmotion , and not per=g,,,, g, 

feRly fulfilled , but to continue vnto the worlds end, is 

the vanitie,corruption and abuſe of the creatures, which 

hath continued from Adams fall , and dorh and ſhall en- 

creaſe by degrees vnto the conſummation of all things. 

The Elements ( as wemay obſcruc)of fire,ayre,water and 

earth, are corrupted, diſtempered, and often-times very 

hurrfull and contagious to mankind and other creatures, 

In ms there is not the ſame vigor, effica- 

cie and vertue that was woatto be , the earth is become 

more barren and vnfruitefuil ; the ſea more diſtempered: 

and temmpeſtuous,often breaking his bounds,and encroa- 

ching vpon the firme continent: the Sunne and Moone, 

the worlds two eyes , more often-times and fearefully e= 

clipted then in former times , yea the ſunne;, as alſo the 

ſarres ( as the moſt excellent Aſtronomers haue noted) ; 
moue much more vnequally , and are remooued . i 

from their former {| dings, And as for men, we full well 

know,and are taught, by reading —_— & experience 

that they are nor ſo longliued,nor of that goodly tall and 
firong conſtitution of body,as - former ages. 
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The ki Ggne. 


The fients and Fore-runners, 


But ſome oy ow and ſay, this ſhortneſle of mains 


life and decay of his ſtrength is notably ſupplied by agili= 
tie of minde and pregnancy of wit, capacitie, inuention:I 
anſwere;z This is moſt true and Gods name is to be glori- 
fed for it,but yermen neuer more abuſed and peruerted 
their wits & capacities then in theſe daies; for commonly 
the more witty men are,the.more wicked , the more poli- 
tike, the more peſtilent ; and the more vnderſtanding that 
they haue,the more Hereticall, Papiſticall and Atheiſticall 
they prooue, To leaueman andtocome to buildings, 
houſes, apparrell, what yanitie , what ſurperfluitic and ex- 
cell, whar follie and pride doth not herein appeare ? For 
buildings, that in time paſt ſcrued onely for defenſe and 
neceſſitic,and therefore were made very ſtrong and dura- 
ble ; are now for the moſtpart in many places, builded(al- 


beit with exceſſive coſt as the poore tenants can teſtifie) 


yer ſlightly, and more for ſhew then for ſubſtance and for 
pompe then profit , And garments and apparell which na- 
__ ſerueth to hide mans det , and to defend 
him Rom cold, and (to make the beſt of it ) to ſerue for 
comelineſle and diſtin&tion of degrees; is vied now ordi- 
narily, as an enſigne of pride, ſerueth for brauery and 0= 
ſentation, more then for profit , dugableneſſe or common 
wealthes aduantage . And thus we ſee, that as the world 
doth decay and decline in the partes,ſo it doth and ſhall in 
the whole, 

Thefourth Ggne is the ſhaking, weakning wounding 8& 
conſuming of Antichriſt and his kingdome in many king. 
doms countries & cittics by the breath of Gods monrh.1.by 
the powerful and continual preaching of the Goſpel,as al- 
ſo by the mareriall ſword of Chriſtian Kings ,Princes and 
Magiſtrates in their ſcuerall dominions , though not all at 
one time yet ſuccefſiuely Fpoc, 16, 6, Apoc.17.16,Apoc, 
18.6 and ſo it ſhall be more and more ruinated & decaied 
vntell the burning and deſolation ofRomiſh Pabilon, 

The fift figne is grieuous calamities & perſecutions of 

ods Prophets, Saints and Seruants vnder Antichriſt,eſ- 
pecially theſe x00, years laſt paſt of which(perhaps) ow 

< chap. 


v 
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of Chriſts comming to iudgement. 
chap.2.15.c 
aly in 
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.8.ve.34.Apoc.12.35. Apoc.13.ve.1 16, | 
ome hath bin found the bloud of che Pro- | 
- phets,and of the Saints and of al that were ſlaine ypon the 


Aprc, :18,:g 


carth, oftheſe itis verified y the Pſalmiſt faith for thy ſake |, {1 44-ve 33 


are we ſlaine continually, and are counted as ſheepe for the 
flaughter,& that which our Saujour fore-ſheweth, ſaying, 
they ſhall excommmunicate you : yea the time ſhall come,that 
wh-ſoener killeth you will thinks that he doth Gol good ſer- 


- #ice : the reaſon hereof in reſpeR of Antichriſt and his ad- 


herents is becauſe they cannot indure the ranſacking and 
refuting of there idolatry,falſe doQtrine, the Popes ſupre- 
macy and their idle ſuperſtitions and Antichriſtian rites, 
ceremonies and traditions,Bur we hope that theſe trobles 
are for the moſt part paſt, and that towardes the end of the' 
world ſhalbe wel abated,ſo that the church as of late years 
ſhall haue afurtherbreathing time, and thus much Marks 
ſcemeth to fignifie, Mark,13.7; 

eAnd thus much of the ſignes perfeltly ani many of 

them long fithence accompliſhed, 
He ſecond ſort of fignes and forerunners are thoſe y 


--X arein.continuall aRt,namely partly fulfilled ard part- 


ly to be further performed in their times , Of this ſort are 

rſt an Apoſtacy and departure of many paſtors & people 
from faith & ſoiid doatine to Antichriſtianiſme Turciſme 
yeaand plaine Acheiſme, 2.7heſ.2.3. 1.79.14. 2.Per.2. 


ve.I.2.3. eApoc.13.vec. 16,0t 17. But vader the tiranny of 


the Romiſh Antichriſt & AMahbomer this general Apoſtalie 
and falling away from truth and wholeſome doQtrine hath 


| long agoe beene verified, yet not ſo but that daily wee ſee 


it by lamentable experience continued and fo it ſhall 
more and more bee encreaſed vnto the end 'of the world: 
for many-that haue renounced Antichriſt , fall to flat A- 
> — and Libertiniſme, and'ſome againe revert and rc 
noltto their former ſuperſtition' out of which they were 
for thetime and in fort recouered , of theſe ſpeaketh the 
ſcripture in many places Hebrexes 6. veri.4.5.6. 2. Tim, 
4. VCr.3+ 4-2. Peter 2. verl. 20.21, andit ſhall ſo abound 
and ouctfiow at Chit his ſecond comming, T has hee ſpall 


ſoh,1*,1.3 


The frenes and Fore-runners, » 


Luke 28, *, hardly finde faith on the earth , and no maruailefor as there 
haue done, yer doe, and alwaies ſhall ariſe falſe Prophers, 
Seducers,Decciuers(ſucceſſiuely)in many countries king- 
domes and places , ſo many ſhall follow their damna 

2,Pet.2.2 was and be blinded by them, $- 

The ſecond figne partly paſt and partly preſent'and to 

come, is a generall impietie, corruption of mainers and 
impudency inall manner of finne {till (like Noahhis gee 

nerall deluge) preuayling in moſt places the particular ef= 

fets where we as in a _— may reade and obſerue in 

Paxl his firſt Epiſtle to Timo by,chapter the third v.1.2:3. 

.5. And hereof in our owne kingdome we haue had fear- 

fil experience, eſpecially in theſe ſix and ſeauen laſt 

' yeares,as though God had graunted a general __— 

toall manner of licentiouſneſle, ard as though hell were 

broake looſe ,and this profaineſle and corruption of man=- 

ners in all places of the world , yet continueth and ſhalbe 

much more ynuetſall and contagious neare the time of 

Chriſt his ſecond comming Luk, 17.26, Marh.24.38.and 

hereof thercis and ſhalbe more feare then of corruption in 

1Tim-3,5 doctrine; formany ſhal retaine a forme and outward pro- 
feſſion of Godlines but denic the powre and efficacy of it. 
The third figne , & fgnes in the Sunne and in the Moove, 
Luke. 21,25 & in the Stars,andwvpon the earth trouble y_=_ nations,with 
Ads2:.0 Pplexitie, T he ſunne ſhall be turned into darkeneſſe and the 
: Moone into bloud before the great & notable day of the Lord 
come, This ſigne by frequEncie and multitude of Eclipſes 

hath of later yeares and daily is fulfilled ; likewiſe by ter- 

rible windes,tempeſts, meteors and ſtrange alterations in 

the aire it is performed , and this our latc experience 

can iuſtifie : bs it ſhalbe perfely accompliſhed in 

/ the inſtant of Chriſt his ſecond comming and glorious ap- 
pearing ; for then hee by the brightneſle of Nis orious 

Maieſty ſhall darken and ſuppreſſe the light of Sunne 

Moone and Starres; and alitthe before this time the whole 
frame of the world ſhalbe ſhaken and mooued and the ve» 

Luke 21 v.26) Þrute andſenſclefle creatures ſhalbefore hand perceiue 

32" and feele the powre of Chriſt his comming , when allthe 
A ag : reproþats 
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The ſjgnes and Fore-punnerr, 
reprobate ſhall remaine blockifh and; without feeling, 
And thus mench of mixt or continued 
ſigners, 


[| 5 es and fore-runners that are yet to come to paſle are 
{pecially theſe five following, ' = 
Firſt the burning and veter deſolation of Rome the 

| mother of fornication'and idolatrie and the proper ſeate 

of Antichriſt, this that it ſhall be ſo,is moſt manifeſt and 

apparent by Scripture, reaſons and authorities : Firſt the 

Scripture teſtifieth that, the great ( ittie ſhall be divided into Apce. 16,16, 

three partes, and great Babilon ſhall come in remembrance 

before God : and tht the tenne horned or Ki» ge: ſhall hate 

the whore frall make her deſolate and naked,and ſpall eate hir CP -17-16, 
4 fleſh, and burne hir with fire , and moſt plainely in the 18. 
Chapter,hir plagues ſhall come in one day death, an1 ſorrow, TUM 
and htmger , and ſhe ſuall be viterly burnt with fire for ſtrong 
is the Lord that indgeth hir, Here-vpon the(Todolatrous 
Kinges of the _— , the Mar chants, and exery ſnippe go- 
Hernour and all they that occupy ſhippes, and ſbip-wen,and as Chap. 18.V, 
many as norke in the Sea, ſhall benayle hir, lament hir, weepe 9***+57-10 
wndcry at the fight and notice of hit burning , but this is nog 
yet come to paſſe, like-wiſe all the Church of God ſhall 


ceioyce and praiſe God for his iuſt iudgements executed 
| yppon the Whore; eApocalips. 11. Vere 20, and Chapter 
19, Verſe 1. and 2, ; 


Further reaſons are theſe, God hath begun inpartto 
puniſh anddeftroy Rome and Antichriſt, and therefore 
ſceing that it is builded and ſtandeth vpon a ſandy foun- 
dation , hauing begune to fall, it muſt needes ſhortly fall 
when the raine of Gods ſanere indgement commeth , and the 
flonds flow,and the windes blaw and beate vpon it, and great 
muſt be the fall of it. 

Secondly, The-Eaſterne Babilon, a type of this Weſs - 
rerne Babilon (abeit ſhe had nothingſo much canuidtion, 
nor neuer committed ſo haynous and manifold abhom'- 
nations as Rome hath done ) was vtterly and many ages 
ſithence deftroyed , much more ſhall Rome it ſelfe , the 
mouth of Hell and Satans - chamber oops, 

; Po Third! 


His. 


-. Theſiencs and Pore-ranners, 
© Thirdly all the Proteſtant and found interpreters of the 
Apocalips by one toynt conſent hold that Rome ſhalbe 
ranſacked and ruinated and: wholely conſumed and neuer 
more inhabited vnleſſe it be with _ 
Laſtly(to omit the prophecy-of $:by//a who faith thar 
_" Rome AF renth — of men ſhell periſh with 
ps. fire hard at the end of the world) the Papiſts themſelues 
8, acknowledge thus much and render reaſonsof ic. Our 
Rhemiſts' in their Annotations in- Apoc.17.lay thatRome 
before the end of the world ſhalbe come the ſeate of anti- 
chriſt, Ribera vpon the 14. chap, ſaith, it ſh4/be the ſhoppe of 
all [dlatry. Vega the Ieſuite in his commentary vpon the 
18, chapter, faith chat ir ſh.lbe the habitation of deuills and © 
” rexolt from the faith of Chriſt:and herevpon Yegaand Ri- 
2 bera( both Ieſuits ) confefle that Rome in the end of the ' 
” world /balbe Babilon and burned, as they colleR out of the 
* 18. chapter:and the Kings and Marchants ſhall lament for 
2 her torments , which faith Vega wee muſt needes referre 
2 tothe laſt times before:the end-of the world ; wherefore 
howſoeuermany, becaule of preſent improbabilities caſt 
h needelefſe doubts yer ſhal the threatnings and iudgments 
Math.34-35 of God not fallto the ground but bee executed in their 
times, 
The ſecond ſigne yet to bee fulfilled is the generall cal- 
ling andconuerſion of the nation of the Iewes(in the pla- 4 
ces and countries where they ſhalbe and are reſiding,) 
whenthe fulneſſe of vs Gentiles is come into the church, 
and this ſhalbe-the reuiuing and reioyling of the world 
both in reſpe& of Iewes and Gentiles, and this is moſt 
plaineas by Lu.21.ver.24.2,Cor.3.16. & perhaps Zopho- 
nia 3.ver.$, ſo eſpecially Rom.11.ver.12.15.2.6, This ge- 
nerall conuerſion-of them- wee daily expe& to come to 
paſſe albeit we are ignorant of the maner and circumſtan- 
ces of it,but- hereof Lhaue treated at large in my expoſiti- 
on of the 11, chapter to the Romaines . 
| - The third figne next ſucceeding and following inorder 
- -- Math.24, yer, isthe ariſing of falſe Chriſtes,and falſe Prophets, thar-ſhall 
(ts thew coomRigncs and. wonders ;in.ſo, much that (if ir 
were 


4 
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were poflible) they ſhould deceiue the' very cle, Here- 
ypon Gods people are admoniſhed* and irftrufted,Qhat 


when they ſhall fay , behold hee js, #n che ſecret places that Ver.26. 


they muſt nat beleene it, But it will bee obieRed that there 
were ſuch that tooke vpon them the name of the Meſlias 
and theKing of [ſrael before the deſtrutionof /er=ſa/ene, 
and ſeduced and drew many after them (as we haue exam- 
ples in Thewdas Afts 5, and inthe e/£giption Ats 21.) I 
anſwere here inthis place Chriſt peaketh of falſe Chriſtes 
that ſhalllong after that time ariſe , and that ſhall ſeduce 
as well the Gentiles as the Tewes. 

Secondly thoſe Chriſts did ſhew no fignes and won= 
ders as theſe ſhall doe,who ſhall labour by falſe miracles 
and fatanicall illuſions and concluſions to gaine and pro. 
cure credit and authoritie to their falſe doQrine,and alſo 
in reſpeR of efficacie of errorin the laſt generationor age 
of the world, it may very well ſtand that the Sonne of 


man ſhall ſcarcely finde faithwpon the earth when hee came Luk.18, 8; 


weth toindgement, 

The.fourch ſigne , that is the laſt generall ſigne is a cer. 
taine brutiſh ſecuritie and an mia able deadnefle of 
heart and fpirit ,fo that man ſhalbe without all feare of 
God, ſcaſeleſſeof all euill,caring for no inftrutions and 
acmonittons; bur living in vlenkive and impenitency and 
not heeding nor taking notice of the ſignes of Chriſt his 
comming, Math. 24.35. Luke 27. 26. 1.Thefſ.5.3.fo that 


_ thelalt day ſhall come 44 a ſnare on al ſuch; ſudden deſtruc= Lk 21.95 
t10n ſhall come vpon them and they ſhall in no riſeeſcape,they 1Thel. 5,0 
ſpall not be able to endure the day of his wrath; much leſſe be ©4+ | 


able to ſtand and iuſtifie their cauſe in iudgement. ; 

This brutiſh ſecuritie hath been in former ages, and 
much increaſeth in theſe our daies;but then ir ſhake much 
more yniuc1ſall andincurable, 

The laſt figne is the darkning of the lights ofheauen, 
and the roaring of the ſeas Math. 24.ve. 24. Luk.21.v.25, 
this 15 the neereſt ſigne and therefore,weeare the more 
carcfully to obſerue ir when it commeth. _-_ 
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Jiolſitie of thoſe, that cither by fained reuclation, humaine 


The ſignes and Pore-runners, 
Queft. 19hy will not God reneale onto any the time and day 


of the laſt indgement? 
eAn Partly to bridle mans raſh curiofitie that doth ſerch 
nnd mine into fecrers that are both vnpoſſtble and vnlaws 
full co be knowne, Secondly that wee ſhould watch and 
waitc for his comming and make ys ready cuery houre, 
Mark.23,ver.33. ; 
Quelt, #hy doth God cef:rre and put of the laſt indgement 
o lonp? 
Nr Ei that the number of his ele& might be all borne, 
called and fulfilled , and fo gathered into the Chruch tri- 


umphant in heauen . Secondly to containie and keepe his - 


cople from aſtoniſhment of feare and fromabuſe ofhis 
ong patience,and alfo to trie & exerciſe their faith, hope, 
charicie and patience, Laſtly to leaue the wicked and 
thoſe that contemne his grace offered vnto theni, and a= 
buſe his long ſuffering , without all excuſe and defenſe of 
themſclues in the laſt day. 
Vſe.1. The generall vies of all theſe ſignes paſt,preſent 
and are to come, are principally foure. Firſt here arere= 
prooued and condemned alt ſuch whobceing led by their 


 owneluſts and carnall reaſon andnotby holie fcripture 


beelcue not the laſt iudgement but contemne and deride 
it. 2.Pet, 2.ver.3. 

Whereas firſt this doQtine is plainely and abundantly 
fer forth in the ſcriptues, Pfal.5o.1. AR.10.42, Math, 25. 
31.Luk.r$8.r7,Rom.2.16,Hebrew.9.27.lob.19.25. A 
3.19.A&.17.31.2.Cor.g.10. 1.Pet.4. Iude. ver.14.et 15. 
2.Tim.4.8.Apoc, 1,Apoc.20.ver.12.13. 14-I5. | 

Secondly except there ſhould bee a generall judgement 
there neede no reſurreion , Laſtly God could not 
thewe himſelfe either perfeRtly 'iuſt in puniſhing and 
condemning the reprobates,nor perfely mercifull in ab« 
foluing ſaving;and rewarding his ſeruants, 

Vfe.2. Secondly', ſeeing that wee know not the day 
northe'yeare of mdgement but onel geen ges 
of it, it ſerueth to fefate and refell hepri c'and.raſh cu= 


Pro- 


who inthis life would not ſubmir-and ſubieRthemſelucs. * 
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of Chrifts comming to indzement. 
Prophecies, Arithmericall ſupputation, poficion of ſtares 
and humiine conieRures ani authorities, will calculate 
and caſt yea and define the very time and yeare of Chriſt 
comming ( as ſome did in the antient fathers times, and 
many defined that the world ſhall end in 88. ) but time 
and exyerience hath ſhewed the folly and yanitie of there . _. 
'conieCtures. Re” 
Secondly it is athing both vrterly vnlawfull and imp. 7 
lie vnpoſlible for any man to know or define the certaine 
and ſet time of Chriſthis appearance, for it is not reuealed 
to the very ele Ang*lls, and Chriſt when hee was vpon- 
the earth knew not the day. Matb.24. ver. 36, Math.13, 
32.much leſſe can we know it, - Math. 14, 41 
ſe. 2. The third'vſe is for inſtrution and admo-.,,, * 
nition that the Godly themſclues becaufe many times 
they are in a kinde of lumber , and doe not alike cheere- 
fully looke for CHRIS This comming , might watch, 
pray , repent , make themſelues ready and waite for 
the day and appearance of Chriſt, that when'Chriſt com- 
meth to them either by death or at the laftiudgement, 
they may be found waking and walking in their Chrilti- 
an calling , and ſoready with good confcienceto render 
ynto the Lord an account oftheir Stewardſhip. 
Vſc.4. The fourth vſc is for the conſolation of the ſound , 
and ſincere hearted Chriftian whoſoeuer;for hee know- 
eth that the neerer the ſignes are to theit accompliſh= 
ment; the ſooner ſha!l hee bee eaſed of the burden ofhis 
finnes , delivered from all miſcries.and bee poſſeſſed with 
all toy and hapineſſe , Herevpon the Godly are vpon no- 
tice taken of the accompliſhment of theſe ſignes, exhor- 
ted to lift vp their heads , becauſe their full redemption 
draweth nigh and they in the certaine hope and expeQa- 
tacion of this bleſſed day, are notably ſheilded and de- 
prone againlt all cemprations and afflictions, Tob.25.19, 
2:Cor: 
Fees. The laſt vie is for the terronrand conuincement 
of allim —— rebellousperſons; 


Luk;12, 63 


as z,ver.19; 


Luk-2 1,28. 


Apoc. 1. 3. 


E tO- 


The ſrenes and Fort-ranners, 


to bee taught, ruled and ordered by Chriſt, his Goſpell, hiF 
diſcipline \, they by reaſon of their-vnbeleefe and con» 
ecmpt ſhall finde andfeele Chriſt. to be as a iuſt, ſo an ang- 
ric and ſeuere iudge to condemne them to eternall and 
vnſpeakable torments, Apoc, 6, verl.15. 16.Luk. 21.26, 
Math. 25.41.Apoc,6, 

The Lord God for Chriſt his ſake grant, that wee may 

take due notice of theſe Ggnes,and be hereby effectu= 
ally (tirred vp to prepare our ſelues againſt | 
Chriſt his comming that our 
ſoules may be ſaued, 
Amen, © 


'Ey efory &pyiv ng THAcs Tau Ony.. 


